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EDMUND BUR K E, Es- 


SIR, 

o have diſappointed me extremely, in 

not producing in one of the Reports from 
the Select Committee of the Houſe of Commons 
on Aſiatic judicial affairs, the evidence of Mr. 
Charles Goring, The man's moral and political 
principles coincide ſo exactly with your own, that 
I had propoſed infinite pleaſyre to myſelf, from 
reading the commentaries of a Burke on the evi- 
dence of a Goring. When I firſt heard that you 
had been adviſed to call him up, in order to ſup- 
| port, * his teſtimony, your elaborate and partial 
B ſtrictures 
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ſtrictures on the limping evidence of a Cowe, I 
foreſaw much well deſerved diſgrace to your fac- 
- tion, from your inveterate credulity. The whole 
Eaſt India Company's ſervice could not furniſn 
out a character ſo completely calculated to damn 
a cauſe, as this ſame Mr. Goring. Nor ſhould 
the friends of Governor General Haſtings have 
taken any notice of your proceedings; they ought 
to have known that candour and ;fair dealing, 
would be loſt on the leaders of a certain Com- 
mittee, They had had ſufficient experience of 
your method of drawing up Reports, and in pru- 
dence and in policy, ſhould have permitted you 
to have gone on to commit yourſelf as diſgrace» 
fully, by partial comments in the. third Report, 
on the veracity of a Goring, as you had done in 
the ſecond, on the whimſical and truly novel ideas 
of a Cowe. From the firſt reading of the ſecond 
Report, it was my advice, that the Governor Ge- 
neral's friends ſhould keep aloof, and ſuffer you to 
goon. I ſaw that the Chairman of your Committee, 
aſſiſted by that ſplenetic little hero, the Bengal 
Cutcherryman, and the artful Philip Francis, had 
diſcovered your credulous cullibility, and would 
lead you on to proſtitute your ſuperior abilities, 
in gilding over the evidence of any the moſt dar- 
ing advocate they ſhould think proper to intro- 
duce at the Speaker's chamber, to ſay. to the Com- 
mittee any thing they ſhould dictate againſt the 


Governor General of Bengal. att nder 
Ms: 
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Ms. Goring was introduced; he was examined 
at your table; the information he produced was 
entered on the face of the minutes of the Com- 
mittee; but in the Reports ſince delivered into 
the Houſe, no notice is taken of it. Pray, Sir, is 
this a common cuſtom with the Committees of 
the Houſe of Commons? Is it uſual with them 
to drop ſuch parts of the evidence taken at their 
table, as does not ſuit with the politics of the 
Chairman, or the ſentiments of the Compiler? 
Whatever Mr, Goring may have ſaid, muſt have 
gratified the ſpleen of the enemies of the Governor 
General; becauſe the reaſon aſſigned for ſending 
for him to the Committee, was, that at all times, 
and in all places, where he could claim the leaſt 
attention, his practice was to calumniate in groſs 
terms, the character of that gentleman. I muſt 
own that I had not the leaſt conception that your 
Chairman would have ſunk his evidence. I am 
not entitled to diſpute with the Committee, their 
right of withholding any part of the information 
which may have been given in at their table ; but 
not having the leaſt ſuſpicion that they would in- 
dulge themſelves in ſo doing, I had prepared an 
antidote to counteract the venom which you, Sir, 
as penman to the Committee, might have extracted 
from the partial repreſentations of ſuch a veteran 
as Mr. Goring. Some hints were given to me of 
the kind of matter, written and verbal, which the 
man produced, and which, in ſuch hands as yours, 
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might have been ſo diſtorted, as to have been 
prejudical to the honour of Governor Haſtings, at 
2 time when the whole nation had been convinced, 
that the mal · practices of ſome Aſiatic managers, 
have involved the Company in the pernicious and 
ruinous war in the Carnatic. The moment was 
critical: The well known ſpleen of your Chair- 
man to Mr. Haſtings, the countenance given by 
the Committee to the falſe repreſentations of Mr. 
Francis, whoſe implacable inveteracy to the ſame 
gentleman has been long known to the world, to- 
gether with your eloquent gloſſary on the feraps 
of falſe information fiſned out of the mouth of 
Captain Cowe, made me apprehend, that your 
whole powers would be employed to draw the at- 
tention of the Houſe to the evidence of Mr. 
Goring. I knew the man from his firſt. ſetting 
out in life. I knew that you was a ſtranger to his 
true character, and being eager in the cauſe of 
bringing about the recall of Governor General 
Haſtings, you were the more likely to be im- 
poſed on, and that induced me to prepare a Third 
Letter to you, which 1 had intended to have pub- 
liſhed on the inſtant that I ſhould have read in any 
one of the Reports of the Select Committee, your 
commentary on the evidence of Mr. Goring; but 
you have dropped it for reaſons beſt known to 
yourſelf. However, as there appear in niany 
other parts of the Reports from the Select Com- 
mittce, which have been printed and given to 
> 7: 
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the public ſince the receſs of Parliament, ſtrong 
marks of party ſpleen and perſonal malice to Mr. 
Haſtings, which I attribute to a very few indivi- 
duals amongſt you, it may be of uſe to the other 
Members of the Committee, and to the Houſe at 
large, to know a little more of the true characters 
of Mr. Philip Francis, whoſe evidence you have 
given up, and of Mr. Charles Goring, whoſe in- 
formation you have thought proper to ſuppreſs. 
With this view, Sir, I now publiſh my. Third 
| Letter to Mr. Burke; and this Introduction to it, 
I not only intend as a Preface, but alſo as a chan- 
nel, in which to convey to you ſome few re- 
marks on the other parts of the Reports, in which 
I think that I ſhall convince others that your ran- 
cour is ſo ſharp, that you have been induced to 
admit into your Reports, matter totally beneath 

the dignity of the Houſe of Commons to take 
notice 'of ; matter ſo frivolous and trifling in 
itſelf, that it is impoſſible to account for the 
introduction of it, without adverting to the per- 
ſonal attachments and diſlikes of the managers, 


I sHaLr. fingle out two inſtances; the firſt 
from the fifth Report, and the other from the 
fixth, which I think will be fully ſufficient-to ſhew, 
that by ſome means, better known to you than to 
me, the Select Committee have condeſcended to 
act the part of Echo to a party, long ſince diſ- 
ſolyed by the death of General Clavering and Co- 
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lonel Monſon, in retailing to the nation the ridl. 
.culous and unintereſting ſtuff compiled by Mr. 
Philip Francis ſome years paſt, to ſerve the poli- 
tical purpoſes of the triumvirate, compoſed of him- 
ſelf, and the two gentlemen above mentioned: the 
ſecond, to point out the extreme malice of your 
Chairman, who, with a beam in his own eye, that 
would have blinded, if not ſilenced any modeſt 
man, pretends to diſcoyer a moat in that of the 
Governor General. 


In my Firſt Letter to you, Sir, I gave you a 
ſimple detail of the conduct of General Clavering, 
Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, towards Mr. 
Haſtings, on their firſt arrival at Bengal. The 
facts I there produced, have never been denied 
by Mr. Francis, or any one of his abettors. It 
was an unvarniſhed tale, founded on truth, and 
artleſsly related. It ſpoke home to the boſom of 
every unprejudiced perſon, becauſe every man 
Who read the pamphlet, ſaw that the author 
_ truſted to truth alone, ſtating facts as they were, 
without intention to deceive. You will find the 
following Letter drawn up an the ſame principles, 
and ſupported in the ſame manner. Some apa- 
logy indeed may be neceſſary for the author's ex- 
treme contempt for the men, who had ſo far for- 
got themſelves, and the dignity of their ſtation, as 
to attempt to impoſe on the judgment of the 
Houle of Commons, and the nation at large, ſuch 
| | infamous 
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infamous aſſertions as were given up by Mr: 
Goring. But you muſt remember that I could 
not foreſee, that the ſame man who had ſo elabo- 
rately commented on the evidence of Captain 
Cove, would boggle at drawing ſimilar conclu- 
ſions from the well conned leſſon of a Goring. It 
appears that ſome grains of grace yet remained. 
As you have been aſhamed to give the evidence, or 
even ſo much as to mention the man's name, in 
any one of your Reports, I alſo feel diſconcerted 
at having employed ſo much time in commenting 
on the conduct of ſuch a being. However, I ſhall 
let him retain his ſeat at the board where I have 
placed him, until you ſhall furniſh me with a mem- 
ber more worthy. Mr. Francis, General Smith, 
and Mr. Rouſe, might feel diſpleaſed at the man's 
being taken from them, and as I have no quarrel 
with thoſe gentlemen, but what ariſes from their 
having purſued ſimilar meaſures, to obtain the 
ſame ends, I will not offend them by ſtriking the 
name of Goring from a liſt, in which theirs muſt 
for ever remain. 


I nave been told that the little Bengal Juſtice, 
or Cutcherry Hero, was ſo much offended at my 
Firſt Letter to you, Sir, that he talked of employ- 
ing the hangman to burn it, and having the Au- 
thor to the Bar of the Houſe, I am not malici- 
ous; but I wiſh a bliſter on the tongue of that 
man, who prevented him from moving for ſuch 

orders. 
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orders. Does the man conceive that the Report 
of a Committee is no more to be canvaſſed in this 
country, than a decree of the Sudder Dewannee 
Adawlet, in the country where he made his fortune? 
recommend it to him to be quiet; ſilence and 
retirement will ſuit better with his limited parts; 
and nature has laid a bar in the way to his ever 
becoming an admired orator. There are ſpots in 
his character that may paſs unnoticed in the ſhade 
of obicurity, but which, if he will examine his own 
heart, it will inform him, are not calculated to ſce 
the light. The Chairman, whoſe whole life has 
been ſpent in acts of haſty accumulation, or oſten- 
tatious expence of what he lighily acquired, or 
Mr. Francis, who never yet ſacrificed at the ſhrine 
of truth, whilſt his intereſt made miſrepreſentation 
neceſſary, are much better calculated to act the 
part of modern patriots; and Mr. Rouſe will do 
yucly to leave them entirely. 


Pepnkars the above digreſſive attention to indi- 
viduals, may have given you juſt cauſe of offence. 
Iwill, therefore, return to more general ſubjects, 
and by diveſting your Reports of their gloſſy chi- 
cancry, iich confounds and bewilders the plain 
matters of fact, relate the lories of Meſſrs Briſtow, 
Fow!,g, and Mahommed Reza Cawn, juſt as 
they, happened, and in languege that every body 
{hail underſand. 
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4 
Iv my Firſt Letter, I gave you a very conciſe, 
retroſpective view, into the ſituation of the Com- 
pany's aftairs at Bengal, when the Majority arrived 
there in 1774, as allo of the conduct of Governor 
General Haſtings in the thir'y preceding months, 
which included the whole of his government. 
To that Letter, and the following one, I might 
with ſafety refer you, without further quotation 
here; but references are at all times awkward, and 
few readers are ſufficiently intereſted to be at the 
trouble of making them. The facts I want not 
only to explain, but alſo to imprint on the mind 
of the reader, are few, but very intereſting. and 
of important conſequence in the defence of Go- 
vernor Haſtings. It ſuited che policy of the late 
triumvirate in the government of Bengal, to miſ- 
take and wrongfully .repreſent every part of his 
conduct; and their repreſentations have been 
adopted not only by the Managers in Leadenhall- 
Street, but alſo by your Committee, I ſhall men- 
tion a few inſtances. In Report the fifth, the 
Houſe of Commons and the Public are informed, 
that Governor Haſtings had d.ſobeyed the orders 
of the Court of Directors, in not replacing Ma- 
hommed Reza Ca wn. You introduce ſome argu- 
ments, and abundance of official papers, the pro- 
duction of General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, 
and Mr. Francis, to prove this ſuppoſcd refractory 
diſpoſition in the Governor; but you had not 
candour enough to give the whole ſtory as you 
| * ovght 
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pught to have done, from which: the Houſe and 
the Public might have judged for themſelves. 
It is this want of candour in the Committee, arif- 
ing from the partiality of your Chairman and your- 
felf, to the prejudice of Mr. Haſtings, of which I 
have and will complain, whilſt you continue to 
ſhew it. Mark how a plain unvarniſhed tale ſhall 
put you down. | Shree Se 
I am obliged to do what you in juſtice ought 
to have done, go back in the Company's Bengal 
affairs to the year 1771. In that year Mr. Haſ- 
tings was ordered from being Second in the Coun- 
cil at Madraſs, to proceed to Bengal, and take 
charge of the government there. The bills for a 
million ſterling, which had been drawn on the 
Company from the Preſidency of Bengal only, (a 
meaſure ſtrongly enforced by General Richard 
Smith, then Third in the Council, and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Army, and who paid into 
the treaſury on his own account, nearly one*tehth 
part of the money, (how collected, you will ſee in 
the accompanying Letter) had alarmed them very 
much. The famine followed the bills; and the 
nation was terrified and diſgufted at the infamous 
accounts which had been tranſmitted by intereſted 
men, of the cauſes which were ſaid to have 
brought it on. Not only all our daily papers 
execrated the Managers at Bengal, (who, by the 
bye, were juſt as guilty of it, as they are of 
2811 | the 
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the late gales of wind on the banks of News 
foundland) but the Abbé Renail has fouled his 
page, byßdiv ing up diſmal ſtories of what never 
happened. In that hour of general accuſation, 
the Court of Directors were taught to believe, 
that Mahommed Reza Cawn, the Naib Subah, or 
Deputy Nabob of Bengal, had uſed his influence 
in the provinces, to monopolize the rice, and 
thereby ſtarve to death a third of the common in- 
habitants of the kingdom. With this idea in their 
minds, the Secret Committee at the India Houſe, 
wrote privately to Mr. Haſtings the n 
Letter. 


Letter from the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Directors, to Warren Haſtings, 
Eſq. dated the 28th of Auguſt, 1771. 


* SIR, 


Y our general addreſs, you il be in- 
formed of the reaſons we have to be 
* diffatisfied with the adminiſtration of Mahom- 
med Reza Cawn, and will perceive the expe- 
* diency of our diveſting him of the rank and 
* influence he holds as Naib Dewan of the king- 
* dom of Bengal. But though we declared our 
* reſolution in this reſpet to our Preſident and 
Council, yet as the meaſures to be taken in 
f at ene thereof, might be defeated by 

| that 
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; chat Miniſter, and all enquiry into his condutt | 
rendered ineffectual, were he to have any pre- 
© vious intimation of our deſign, we, the Secret 
© Committee, having the moſt perfect confidence 
* in your judgment, prudence, and integrity, have 
+ thought proper to entruſt to your eſpecial care, 
© the execution of thoſe meaſures, which alone 
* can render the Naib's conduct ſubje& to the 
effect of a full enquiry, and ſecure that retri- 
< bution which may be due on the detection of 
any fraud, embezzlement, or colluſive practice, 
2 In his public or private tranſactions. | 


© Tx order, therefore, to make him amenable 
to a due courſe of juſtice, and to prevent the ill 
6 conſequences which might reſult from the reſent- 
© ment and revenge which he may conceive on 
© the knowledge of our intentions, we hereby 
direct and enjoin you (immediately on the re- 
© ceipt of this Letter) to iſſue your private orders 
for the ſecuring the perſon of Mahommed Reza 
© Cawn, together with his whole family, and his 
known partizans and adherents, and to make uſe 
of ſuch meaſures as your prudence ſhall ſuggeſt, 
for bringing them down to Calcutta ; and it is 
our pleaſure, that they by no means be ſuffered 
* to quit the place, until Mahommed Reza Cawn 
* ſhall have exculpated himſelf from the crimes of 
© which he now ſtands charged or ſuſpected, or 
* ſhall have duly accounted for the revenues col- 
£ leted 
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e lected by him in the Chacklah of Dacta, and 
© have made reſtitution of all ſums which he may 
© have appropriated to his own uſe, either from the 
© Dewannee revenues, or the Nabob's ſtipends, and 
© until he alſo ſhall have ſatisfied the claims of all 
* ſuch perſons, as may have ſuffered by any act of 


« injuſtice or oppreſſion, committed by b him i in the 
c office of Naib Dewan. 


As * detection of any corrupt practices ol 

© which Mahommed Reza Cawn may have been 
« ouilty, and the retribution which in ſuch caſes 
© is to be required of him, are equally the objects 
of public juſtice and the Company's intereſt, we 
e aſſure ourſelves that you will ſedulouſſy endea- 
© your to penetrate into the moſt hidden parts of 
© his adminiſtration, and diſcover the reality of the 
©ſeveral facts with which he is charged, or the 
© juſtneſs of the ſuſpicions w we have” of his con- 


* duct. 1 
"on In Ai reſearch, your own Judgment will di. 
© rect you to all ſuch means of information, AS 
* may be likely to bring to light the moſt ſecret 
of his tranſactions. We, however, | cannot bor. 
0 bear recommending to you, to avail yourſelf of 
the intelli igence which Nunpcomar may be able 

*to give relpecting the Naib's adminiſtration; and, 
6 while the e envy which NunDcomar is ſuppoſed 
25 to bear this Miniſtry, , may prompt him 1 to a ready 
© communication 
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communication of all proceedings which have 
© come 'to his knowledge, we are perſuaded, that 
© no ſcrutable part of the Naib's conduct can have 
* eſcaped the watchful eye of . n and oy 
k Wen 4 808 | 


Hxxck we cannot doubt but that the abilities 
© and diſpoſition of NunpcomaR, may be ſucceſs- 
fully employed in the inveſtigation of Mahom- 
© med Reza Cawn's adminiſtration, and bring to 
© light any embezzlement, fraud; or malverſation, 
© which he may have committed in the office of 
© Naib Dewan, or in the ſtation he has held under 
c the ſeyeral ſucceſſive Subahs: and while we aſ- 
« ſure ourſelves that you will make the neceſſary 


© uſe of NunpcomaR's intelligence, we have ſuch _ | 


confidence in your wiſdom and caution, that we 
have nothing to fear from any ſecret motives or 
< deſigns, which may induce him to detect the 
© mal-adminiſtration of one whoſe power has been 
© the object of his envy, and whoſe office the aim 
< of his ambition: for we have the ſatisfaction to 
reflect, that you are too well appriſed of the ſub- 
© tilty and diſpoſition of Nunpcomas, to yield 
© him any truſt or authority, which may be turned 
to his own advantage, and prove detrimontal to 
, ns * s intereſt. N ee? 


Tunovon we have thought it neceſſary to in- 
timate to you, how little we are diſpoſed to de- 
| © legate 
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© legate any power or influence to NUN] 

yet, ſhould his information and aſſiſtance be 
* ſerviceable. to you, in your inveſtigating the con- 
duct of Mahommed Reza Cawn, you will yield 
him ſuch encouragement and reward, as his 
trouble and the extent of his ſervices may 
deſerve. | 

By our general advices, we deemed it ad- 
* viſeable to mention only, that we had received 
information of Mahommed Reza Cawn's having 
< increaſed the calamities of the poor, during the | 
© height of famine, by a Monopoly of Rice, and 
< other neceſſaries of life. We were, indeed, re- 
© ſtrained from an open communication on this 
© ſubje&, fearing the conſequence; which might 
« enſue from the Miniſter's revenge, ſhould he 
© learn by whom ſuch accuſation had been brought 
* againſt: him; but, perſuaded, as we are, of your 
ſecrecy and diſcretion, we herewith tranſmit to 
© you, Extract of a Letter from —-— to ——, 
© wherein Mahommed Reza Cawn is charged with 
à crime of ſo atrocious a nature; and we the 
* rather adviſe you of ——'s information, as we 
rely on your endeavours to obtain full evidenee 
* reſpeCting the truth of this allegation, as well 
© as of ſuch others, as are the objects of the ſeru- 
tiny we have directed to be made into the 
e e, |; _—_ N 
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— 4 — muſt be, of the" inipots 
©tance of the charge thus confidentia'ty” com- 
emitted to you, we ſhall not ſeek to animate 

« your zeal for the Company's welfare; but ob- 
© ſerve only, that, by the effectual execu ion of 
the ſeparate truſt repoſed in you, you wilf at once 
tender the Company a ſignal and eſſential ſervice, 
© and approve yourſelf worthy of the opinion we 
© have formed of your judgment, prudence, and 
© integrity, and which we have fo fully mani- 
© feſted, in ſcleRing you to preſide in the admi- 
8 „ of the Government 'of Bengal. 

IT "Pu NC 


© Your loving friends, te. 
London, Aug. 28, 1771, 


A PER so. who ſhall read the above Letter, 
with attention to the matter it contains, will need 
no explanations, further than my obſerving, that 
in conſequence of it, Mahommed Reza Cawn was 
diveſted of his power, and brought down to Cal- 
cutta, where a ſevere and ſtrict enquiry was entered 
into, relative to his preceding conduct, as Naib 
Subah of the Provinces. The proceedingi were 


regularly tranſmitted. to the Company by, every 
ſnip: they are as voluminous, and as uncon- 
nected. with the matter in hand,, as many papers 
in your Reports are to the buſineſs recommended 
by the Houſe to your enquiry: nor ſhall I notice 
them; but fortunately for the cauſe of truth, and 

the 
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the handir of Govetnce General Haſtings, he had 
thought it neceſiary to ſum up the whole of the 
evidence, and to give his opinion on it to the Se- 
cret Committee of the Court of Directors, as a full 
anſwer to their private Letter to him on the ſub- 
ject. For once in your life, Sir, be candid, read 
his anſwer with temper, and particularly note, that 
it is dated in Calcutta, at the very moment of 
time, when, by appointment of the legiſlature, 
the furious triumvirate, General Clavering, Co- 
lonel Monſon, and Mr. Philip Francis, were added 
to the Council General, with the declared purpoſe 
of aiding and aſſiſting Mr. Haſtings i in his | govern- 
ment of Bengal. 


Letter from Governor Haſtings to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Di- 
rectors, for the Affairs of the Honour- 
1 United Eaſt-· India Company. 


Fort William, March 24, 1774 


al GENTLEMEN, 


LTHOUGH the proceedings of the Board, 

"A; contain very minutely recorded, all the 
© meaſures which were taken for proſecuting the 
© enquiry into the conduct of Mahommed Reza 
© Cawn, and my own ſentiments, both in the courſe 
© and iſſue of it, are therein inſerted at large, yet, 
as i was eee Rapp Willy yout eſpecial 
| CN . commands 
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© commands for conducting this intricate buſineſs; 
I conceive it to be in ſome meaſure incumbent 
© upon me to addreſs you on its concluſion, that 
< I may account for any apparent deficiency, by 
© ſtating the difficulties which 1 have had to en- 
© counter in the diſcharge of it. I will ſpeak f firft 
© of that charge which was more particularly, the 
object of your attention and our enquiry; I 
mean the monopoly of grain. : 


© You will be pleaſed to recollect that the charge 

* was general, without any ſpecification of time, 
© places, or perſons. I had neither witneſſes, nor 
© youchers, nor materials of any fort, to begin 
with; for theſe I relied chiefly on the abilities, 
© obſervation, and active malignity, of Maba 
_ © Rajah NunpcomaRr ; but not reſting wholly on 
© his aid, I took ſuch other precautions as were 
© moſt likely to produce informations againſt Ma- 
£ hommed Reza Cawn, if his conduct had really 
© merited that return from the people of this coun- 
©* try. In concuirence with the Committee of Cir- 
© cuit at Coſſimbuzar, and with the Council here, 
© I publiſhed advertiſements, inviting all perſons to 
give information againſt ſuch as had contributed 

© to the diſtreſſes of the country, in the time of 
© the famine, by the monopoly of grain,or any other 
unfair practices, on the wants and neceſſities of 
the people. I allowed all who had any thing to 
+ © offer on theſe ſubjects, to have acceſs to me; 
bs. | 5 and, | 
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t and, although I never had much time to ſpare, 1 
« patiently beſtowed many hours, and even days, 
Jof ir, in liſtening to the multiplied, but indefi- 
* nite ſuggeſtions of Nundcomar, In a word, I 
© omitted no means which were conſiſtent with my 
< character, to bring the truth of this accuſation 
© to SO 


< In the courſe of the enquiry, I proceeded 
with the moſt rigid impartiality, not ſuffering (I 
c can ſafely ſay) the ſmalleſt bias to incline me. 
Tou will ſee with what materials I was furniſhed 
] am ſorry to ſay, that ſome were collected with 
* ſo little decency and regard to truth, as to make 
me apprehenſive of the effects which they might 
have produced on my character, from the coun- 
© tenance which I afforded to the principal agent 
in the proſecution, had I not in my own imme- 
« diate conduct, invariably adhered to the ſtricteſt 
rules of juſtice. My judgment was formed with 
the ſame temper of mind; and I continue in the 
* perſuaſion, that it will be found perfectly con- 
« ſiſtent with the evidence before me, which coſt. 
me much labour and attention, in the midſt of 
continued interruption, to collect it from the re- 
. * cords of near r thirty different examinations. | 


> at Rajah Hyzzoorymul of the re- 

« ference which you had been pleaſed to direct me 
. *to make to him, for the facts ON which his in- 
C2 formation 
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« formation (a copy of which I received in your 
commands by the Lapwing) was grounded. He 
came ſevetal times to me with the expreſs pur- 

© poſe and promiſe of entering into a full commu- 
© nication of the ſubject, and brought with him an 
old and reſpectable Merchant of this City, ſince 
© deceaſed, who, he ſaid, was equally appriſed of 
© theſe circumſtances with himſelf, to aid him in his 
informations; but after much timid heſitation, 
© mutual reference, and procraſtination, they both 
© at length declined it; nor could 1 ever obtain 
© the ſmalleſt intelligence from either. - 1 ſhould 
© be ſorry if this report were to give you an unfa- 
© yourable opinion of Rajah Huzzoorymul':+Lcan 
© truly affirm, that I know not à man of a more 
* guarded conduct, or a more conſcientious inte- 
grity. Either the fear of the conſequences af- 
fecting his character, reſtrained him from avow- 
© ing what he knew, or (which I think more likely) 
© he was mifled'by the clamours of the people in 
© the ene which he OE nies ng 


ey tl: nw) ? 


« Wren en to ihe) accounts of ce Meier 
mut, and the balance ſaid to be due from Ma- 
© hommed Reza Cawn, for the collections made 
© by him at Dacca, during the life time of Jaffier 
Ally Cawn, it was certainly more in the power 
© of NUNDcoMaR, than of any other perſon, to 

« furniſh 


N 
9 furniſh me with the fulleſt and moſt authentic 
tate of both, - Beſides. an official and practical 
* knowledge which he poſſeſſed of the nature of 
the former, of which at one time he had the en- 
*:tire: management. he had at this time the com- 
mand of all the accounts of the Nizamut, 
through the means ot his ſon, Rajah Goordaſs, 
0 nen Dewan of that office. - 
VEG 

of; „Ha — alia entire egg * ths | 
Nabob Meer Jaffier, at the time in which Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn was employed as Agent 
© for the Dacca Collections, and had actually en- 


* tered:into a ſcrutiny of his conduct, during the 
life of that Nabob, which ſcrutiny produced the 
$1 MG now n _—_ him. 


„ — 5 accounts on theſe — which 1 
have ever received from Rajah NUN DCOMAR, 
ſtand upon record, and they are ſuch as appear 
more calculated to acquit Mahommed Reza 
* Cawn, than eſtabliſh any proofs againſt him. 
Indeed, he has lately offered to furniſh me with 
very. minute accounts of the Dacca Collections, 
during the period of Mahommed Reza Cawn's 
agency; but theſe were not put into my hands 
until the enquiry was cloſed, although he had 
taken other indirect means (I know not why) to 
ö « bring them to the notice of the Board. And as 
1 " to 
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r to the Nizamut accounts, although I have uſed 
every means, for upwards of ten months paſt, 
© both with him and his ſon, which could operate 
seither on their hopes or fears, to obtain them, 
* they were not delivered till the latter end of Ja- 
* nuary laſt, and were then accompanied with*the 
© promiſe of a ſeparate proof of embezzlement in 
© the article of Exchange, which, after freſh im- 
© portunity, both from myſelf and from the Board, 
was tranſmitted ſo late, that it arrived only on 
© the roth inſtant : nor did this, more than any 
© other papers furniſhed by NunpcomaR, afford 
any thing like proofs, but only reiterated charges, 
without one voucher, or the leaſt aid hat _— 
direct us to one. * FOLD e 


2 


IA at a loſs to diſcover the ſecret ſpring 
© which governs the myſterious conduct of this 
man, as I am certain he is impelled by nothing 
leſs than a deſire to favour Mahommed Reza 
* Cawn. It might ſuit well with his private views 
© to procraſtinate the iſſue of the enquiry, although 
it would be little conſiſtent with the credit! or 
* juſtice of your Adminiſtration, to prolong! it to 
<a farther period, two years having been already 
* conſumed in bringing it to à cloſe on our pro- 
p ceedings. Many attempts, indeed, were made 
by Nux DCoMAR, both in the courſe: of this af- 
7 fair, and in the examination of Maha Rajah 

6 + Shitabroy, 


( 23 ) 

x Shitabroy, to obtain a formal commiſſion for 
making a perſonal and local inquiſition into the 
A saccounts of the collections depending on both; 
© but of this I diſapproved, knowing that ſuch a 
© power might be converted, and believing that 
ein his hands, it would be converted to purpoſes, 
very detrimental to the revenue, and oppreſlive 
to the people: it was propoſed to the Board, 
2 and * them peremptorily refuſed. 


180 ee the conſciouſneſs which 
F, 1 poſſeſs of my own integrity, and the certainty 
that my conduct throughout this ungrateful bu- 
© Gneſs, will, on the moſt rigid ſcrutiny, do me 
© credit, yet I am not without my fears. I am 
© aware of the violent prejudices which were taken 
up at once againſt Mahommed Reza Cawn by 
© all ranks of people, both here and at home. 
© I am alſo aware, that in England, where the 
very name of enquiry into the paſt management 
© of, affairs. in India, flatters the . paſſion. of the 
* times, and | raiſes expectations of great and im- 
portant detections, the reſult may baulk thoſe 
expectations, and turn the torrent of public cla- 
* mour another way. In many of the private Let- 

ters which I received from my friends in Eng- 
A, land, I was warned to act with the greateſt cau- 
tion in this enquiry, as the confirmation of my 
8 wie with the public, and, forgive me for add- 


ing, 


ch 
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og, with your” Hotiourable Court, renal 
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3 * gtitddl of the charges” which' were 
ledged ag Fro. Mahothrmied © za Cawu, his 
cke wealth, the” meals" Which that afforded 


« him both of ſuppreſſing evidence; and even of 


K influencing his judges in his favour, and the na- 


* tura! concluſion deducible from 1⁰ nkny exag- 


« gerated accuſations, that ſome part of them atleaſt 
. was true, gabe Additional Forte to theſe eau- 
* tionary intimations, and made trie fear for the 
: conſequences 3 not oniy as they might affect my 


* reputation. Which it has betn the ſtudy of my 


© life to maintain unbletniſhed, but as they might 
© blaſt all my hopes froin the continuation of your 
* favour, which I hold on fo on wr credit of my 
c © integrity. oe, 00h YM A nnn 
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1 WY is "pot that, on a 18e of the Prô- 


© ceedings, you may find ſome critical eiredm- 


ky ſtances diſregarded, ſome facts of copſequehce 
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pot ſufficiently traced uc, An ly n. 
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| « nexions or de endent events; by which — 
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mig ght have been more ſucceſsfully followed; I 
can only fay, that 1 have never quitted this pro- 


41 Tg) 201 


ſecution but for affairs 'of greater moment; and 
0 * atthou gh Te ever bear the moſt reſpectful efer- 


HINA 


.£ ence W your commands, and have never ſüf- 


| Efered my zeal to flacken | in their execution, yet 


I muſt 
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* 1 muſt candidiy owa, that If never gave up 4 

© portion of my time to this buſineſs, without feel. 
* ing a painful regret, that ſo much of it was loſt 
$.to.the care of your real intereſts and how much 
© of it I have. beſtowed on that, -your records in 
F.the various capers over, which I 5 
will. an r. 
1 1 _” Akers that 1 have dae motive for 1 my 
U fears; ;- the dark and deceitful character of Nunp- 
'* COMAR, whoſe gratitude no kindneſs can bind, nor 
even bis own intereſt diſengage him from the crooked 
t politics which have been the fludy and praftice of 
* his whole life. Of this I have had many very ex- 
* traordinary proofs : I ſhall inſtance only two, as as 
$ moſt reli ve of bis ruling charatter, | 


t Wereub my Ape tuse Now Fort St. George, 
when my appointment to this Preſidency was 
# known, a meſſenger, expreſsly deputed from 

Munny Begum, came to me there with Letters 
from her, intreating my protection in the moſt 
$-earneſt. terms, both for her houſe and for the 
t people of Bengal, againſt the tyranny of Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn, and referring me for far- 
ther information, t to Maha Rajah NUNDCOMAR, 
from whom 1. received ſimilar Addreſſes on the 
ſame ſubjeRt, ang, by the ſame hand. The Be- 
3 — bas ſince eee diſowned her having 


* Sever 
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d ever written ſuch: Letters, or Nee wech 4 
8 commiſſion. WICK } Fijian 448 $1146. 4 . 


A very: nur dag after the elevation of his 
4 ſon to the high office which he now poſſeſſes as 

* Dewan to the Nabob, Nuxp cou ax ſent draughts 
of Letters to the Begum, which he recom- 
'* mended to her to write to me, enumerating the 
many encroachments which had been made by 
© the Engliſh government on the rights of the Ni- 
© zamut, and claiming them for the behalf of the 
Nabob. Copies of theſe draughts, communi- 
4.cated to me by the Reſident, Mr. Middleton, 
* and by other channels, are ee in 5 _ 
$ ſeſſion. | | 


I TrvsT to his own genius to furniſh you 
< with nearer proofs in the repreſentations which 
dhe has already made, or which he may at this 
time convey to your knowledgmee. 
Mr experience of his character has never al- 
tered my behaviour to him, but in ſuch in- 
« ſtances only, and ſuch have occurred, as re- 
< quired it for the public tranquillity. I have ſup- 
ported the authority of Rajah Goordaſs, even in 
$. oppoſition to the Begum, - becauſe: it was con- 
ſiſtent with the credit and dignity of your Ad- 
5mipiflentiva,: that the ſyſtem, which it had been 
I © thought 
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-* thought proper on welt confidered/ grounds ts | 
< appoint, ſhould be ſteadily ſupported. 


I nave alſo, in many little inſtanees, by my 
-* countenance, aſſiſted the perſonal influence of 
Maha Rajah Nunpcomar ; and I have endea- 
« voured to turn both his good and bad qualities 
to account for the advantage of the Honourable 
Company, in ſuch occaſions as could admit of 
the application of either; but I muſt ſay, that I 
have been diſappointed in all my paſt expecta- 
tions from him, and do not promiſe myſelf 
much benefit from his abilities in time to come, 
b as the ſcene in which he had the faireſt . 0 
- - of diſplaying them, is now cloſed. 


104% Whatever your reſolution may be concerning the 
future fate of Mahommed Reza Cawn, it is ny 
E duty, although ] believe it unneceſſary, to repreſent, 
© that, whatever" reparation yon may think due fur 
* bis paſt ſufferings, the reſtoration of any part of 
the power which. be before poſſeſſed, will inevitably 
$, tend to the injury of the Company's offs, _ the 
4 enn of your * and ann 7:31 the 
Ni Takas can be but one Govemeneiit any viſe 
power in this Province. Even the pretenſions 
of the Nabob may prove a ſource of great em- 
Eee when he is of age to claim his re- 
rf gn, 1 leaſe 


by 
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3 fedſe from the preſent ſtate of bopilage, which 
Prepents his afferting them. 
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3 * wad. the age: ee Sir, ade 
manner that I recommended ycu to read it? Can 
human evidence furniſh ſtronger proofs of the 
Governor General's opinion of the true character 
and real abilities of the two great rivals for power, 
Maha Rajah Nundcomar, and Mahommed Reza 
Cawa? This valuable Letter Was written at Ben- 
gal, before it was known there, that ney powers 
were coming out to India, which, in effect, ſuper- 
ſeded his own: and it was in the poſſeſſion of 
the Secret Conimittee of the Court of Directors, 
before Clavering, Monſon, and Francis, arrived in 
Calcutta. I have cauſed che iach and 18th pa- 
ragraphs to be printed in Italics, and I deſire you, 
Sir, to keep them in your mind. The 12th is as 
explicit as words can make it, of the Governors 
free ſentiments of Nundcomar's character; and 
the i 8th, in preciſely the ſame number of lines, as 
expreſſive of his ſentiments as to the conduct the 
Company 


7 | 

Company ſhould purſue i in future, relative to the 
employing as an officer of government, Mahom- 
med Reza Cawn. Here you haye the political 
creed of the Governor General under his own 
hands, though in a private Letter to the Chair- 
man, and Deputy Chairman, of the Court of Di- 
rectors, dated more than eight years ago. If, in 
one ſingle inſtance,” he has, in his public or pri- 
vate conduct, acted contrary to the ſentiments ſo 

fully expfeſtd in the above curious Letter, why 
has it not been produced ? But it is impoſſible to 

produce what never did exiſt; and for that rea- KN 
ſon you have, in your Reports, ſwelled: the Ap- 1 
pendixes with uſeleſs papers, in order to confound K 
and puzzle the mind of your readers, with mat- Ml 
ters as foreign to the purpoſe, as your proto- 

type, Bolingbroke ſays, the neighing of the horſe 

of the ſon of Hyſtaſpis, was to good government. 

But I will ſupply your deficieney by a little nar- 

ration of facts, that ſhall pleaſe all but thoſe eon- 


iCerned with you, in e the character of Go- 1 
e #1 to 591mm) e ods \' 

1. bavins einne bas noo M ,canmval0 + sd = 
1 2 Gorgotten, that the foregoing KB 


Letter from the Sebret Committee of the Court 1 
of Directors to Mr. Haſtings, and his anſwers to | 
it, were private; and in Bengal known only tothe 
Governor himſelf ; and he kept the ſecret ſo in- 
violably, that in its conſequences, it had nearly de- 
ſtroyed his own morab character at Calcutta, and 
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to this moment continues to operate againſt it in 
this country. Virtue is ſaid to be its own reward; 
and in no inſtance could a perſon depend more 
upon it than Mr. Haſtings has done. I believe, 
Sir, that it was to his conduct in this particular, 
that you referred, when you called his politics 
crooked politics. Tou have been deceived in 
his character, Sir, and under that deception, have 
proceeded to injure him to a degree that you can- 
not forgive. You know the human heart, and 
want no explanation of the aſſertion. At Bengal, 
the ſeizure of Mahommed Reza Cawn was thought 
to be a meaſure of Mr, Haſtings's only ; and as a 
long time paſſed over without proofs of the Naib's 
delinquency being diſcovered, people began to 
murmur at the ſeverity with which he had been 
treated; and many malicious infinuations were 
handed about; ſuch, Sir, as thoſe drawn up by 
yourſelf in the ſecond Report of the Select Com- 
mittee, relative to the trial of Nundcomar. It was 
ſaid that Mr. Haſtings had removed the Naib Su- 
bah from his office in the government, to make 
way for his own creatures; and was forming à tale, 
with the aſſiſtance of the man's mortal enemy, 
(Nundcomar, ) to ſend home to the Company, in 
order to raiſe himſelf a name, and to juſtify his 
giving great part of Mahommed Reza Cawn's 
power to the Rajah Nundcomar's ſon- in- law. 
This clamour againſt the Governor, had extended 
to all his enemies in Calcutta; and his own ſilente 

with 
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with reſpect to the private orders which he had,. 
received from home, made ſome of his friends un- 
_ eaſy, ſcaring he had taken upon himſelf meaſures, . 
that the evidence obtained of the delinquency, of 
the Naib,Subah, would not juſtify him. for doings 
This idea had gained much ground in Calcutta. 
and it was taken for granted by all his enemies, 
that the Governor had confided entirely in the 


abilities and well known enmity of Nundcomaxs, 


ta. furniſh evidence ſufficient to deſtroy his rival 
in the opinion of the e abroad, and the Com- 
pany at home. * 

"In hin fituation matters were, when- 9 | 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, 
arrived. Their intention to drive the Governor 
General out of the Chair, was ſoon made known 
in the ſettlement. Even the beſt friends of Mr. 
Haſtings did not know, or were not authoriſed by 
him, to declare, on what authority he had acted in 
reſpect « to Mahommed Reza Cawn, His having 
employed Nundcomar with ſeeming confidence, 
gave an air of greater myſtery to the buſineſs; be- 
cauſe it was well known to every body, that from 
the experience of many years, he knew the man 
to be a Machivaelian in politics, and a deſpe- 


rado i in principle. What added ſtill more to the 


wonder of the ſettlement, was his having ap- ; 
pointed the ſon⸗ in-law of Nundcomar, Rajah j 
Goordaſs, to the Naib Subahſhip, contrary | t 

the 
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the advice, and againſt the proteſt, of ſome vety 
able members of his own Council. In ſpite of 
my original intention, I muſt refer you, Sir, to 
Appendix, No. 3, page 67, in my Firſt Letter, 
for the Governor's inducement to this appoint- 
ment. His reaſoning there to be found, did, I 
believe, ſatisfy the Members at the Council Board. 
But what was to ſatisfy impatient private ſuſpi- 
cion, and ſplenetic popular clamour! Tou have 
lately been of council to the King, and well know, 
or ought to know, that a Miniſter of State who 
betrays ſecrets of government, in order to ſilence 
uninformed popular clamour againſt himſelf, is 
very unfit for the ſtation he holds. Nay, Sir, 1 

think that you ſaid in your place in the Houſe 
of Commons, that you ſhould be very badly cal- 
culated for the ſtation which you then held un- 
der the Crown, if you could not ſtand: the pelt- 
ing of the Morning Poſt and Morning Herald; 
and yet they related ſome damning truths; ſuch 
as that of your taking early care to provide amply 
For yourſelf, your ſon, your brother, and your ne- 
phew. This was not the caſe with Mr. Haſ⸗- 
tings: he had no relations to ſerve: he had only 
to be ſteady, and laugh, as you pretend to have 
laughed, at the lies of the day. 'To him the tales 
circulating in Calcutta, were no more: and yet, 
Sir, I will ſhew you preſently, that this operated 
violently, and almoſt to his ruin, both ar home 


and abroad ; and continues {till to brate oh the 
cars 
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| ears of thoſe who ought to know better? Nay, 1 


will go further, and prove to the whole kingdom, 


that the lies hatched eight years ago at Calcutta, 


by the enemies of Mr. Haſtings, and which were 
ſo carefully brooded by the new Members of the 
Supreme Council, General Clavering, Colonel 


Monſon, and Mr. Francis, are the very ſame idle 
tales which you and your Chairman have called 


back into life, to ſerve the ſame. purpoſes here, 
for which they were invented abroad. I deal in 
facts, Sir ; ; obſtinate, ſtubborn facts: they are on 
record. I give you chapter and verſe, Nor ſhall 
all the flowery eloquence for which you are fo 
famous, enable you to do them away. 


Tus eircumſtance of the removal of Men. 
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the A had acted. The private order from 


bis maſters at home, was his own ſecret, and be 


kept it with a ſteadineſs, that has more than once 
nearly brought on his own ruin. It r may even 
haye that conſequence yet: for the prejudice which 
has ſo powerfully operated againſt him, as to induce 
a Vote for his recall in the Houſe of Commons, hath 


taken its riſe, from the ſame mutilated and ill 


71714 


| B- 7 in variety « of ſhapes, have been obtruded on 


the public, 
; > oO 


0340 
I am obliged, in this place, to 3 
quotation, which. 4 have given to you in the fo 
lowing Letter, for a ſimilar xeaſon. Mr. F —4 
ſenior, the unhappy gentleman. who had, a few 
weeks before the arrival of the Majority, ; quar- 
relled with the Governor General, was become in- 
imical to him to a degree of 31 Upluckily, 
he had known General Clayering in Europe, and 
finding that the Majority were prone to Jebeive 
evil impreſſions of Mr. Haſtings, engaged in the 
ſervice of the General as bis Perſian Tranſlator. 
Great evils aroſe from the ſtubborn i Invereracy... of 
this furious man. To all the ſettlement, , Except 
Rajah Nundcomar himſelf, the apparent confi- 
dence placed in him by the Governor General, ap- 
peared real; and concluſions were drawy,, on ac- 
count of the ſeeming 1 intimacy | between them, very 
unfavourable to the Governor's honour, . „The 
Rajah was invited to come over to the Matority 
on the ſuppoſition that Mr. Haſtings, had really 
given his confidence to the, man. His character 
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was well known to Mr. Fowke, the Miniſter to 
the new Government of Three. And the Rajah 
himſelf, knowing that Mr. Haſtings never had 
any confidence in him, was well enough pleaſed 
(agreeable to the practice of his whole life) to take 
advantage of their credulity, and join the reigning 
powers; and without the leaſt heſitation, engaged 


to furniſh any information they wanted. This 
| added 
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added to the ſtories which General Clavering; 
Cblonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis; had heard, on 
their firſt arrival, that Nundcomiar had very lately | 
been the confidential friend and plittie miniſter of 
Mr: Haftings, by whoſe affiſtance And information, 
he had removed from his office Mahommed Reza 
Cawn, were inducements ſufficient for them to em- 
ploy the Rajah, to draw up charges againſt the 
Governor ; whoſe ſtubborn, and almoſt criminal 
virtue, would not ſtoop to undeceive even his 
friends: and on my conſcience, I believe, that 
Genetal Clavering, when he ſet his name to the 
following paragraphs in their Letters to the Court 
1 Directors, firmly believed what he ſet his name 
To ſuppoſe that he did not believe them, is 
to ©o Mipet that he ſacrificed his honour in this 
world, and his falvation in the next, to the demon 
of party, Mr. Francis is now the only ſurvivor 
let Him chooſe the affirmative or negative fide of 
the queſtion,” Either will reduce him to a fitua- 
tion, ſuch as no man of honour would wiſh to be 
ü i, 7 55 
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AHA Rajah Nundcomar, whom the Go- 
vernor calls a miſereant, 'we found had 
© been but a very little time before his boſom 
© friend, conſulted on all occaſions, and ſup- 
ported by him againſt the united proteſt of Meſ- 
o fieurs Graham, Lawrell, and Dacres, who were 
© cloſely connected with Mahommed Reza Cawn, 
© although the Governor knew him to have been 
© (as he now ſays) guilty of a forgery. We have 
© reaſon to ſuſpect, that the intention was to make 
© him Banyan to General, Clavering, to, ſurround 
* © the General and us with the Goyernor's, crea- 
© tures, and to keep us totally unacquainted with 
© the real ſtate of the government. By chis, and 
* other flimſey devices, ſo conſonant, to the. Prin- 
* ciples of Aſiatic policy, in which the Goygrnor 
General has been ſo long experienced, be,, pro- 
< bably flattered himſelf, that men, unpragtiſed i in 
© in ſuch arts, mg be perplexed. and, circum- 
| : * vented. 379107 D302 1 $2001) | 
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8 1 finding himſelf 8 
© appointed by the Governor General, ſoon made 
6 e of the means which his intimacy with the 

Governor 


—T ME) 
© Governor had put into his power, to gratify his 
© refentmerir. Whatever might have been his 
© motives, his diſcoveries have throwi a' clear 
light upon the Honourable Governor General's 
conduct, and the means he had taken of making 
the very large fortune he is ſaid to poſſeſs, of 
© upwards of Fotty Lacks of Rupees, which he 
* muſt have La in about two years and a 
c half, 


Gebe) ö 2 ere 
. FRANCIS” 


Here is perſonality for you with a witneſs! 
Could you, Sir, or any other honeſt man in the 
kingdom, have imagined that ſuch men as Gene- 
ral Clavering and Colonel Monſon, would ſuffer 
their minds to have been ſo warped by party 
ſpleen, as cooly and deliberately to ſet their names 
to fuch / paragraphs as the above? That Philip 
Francis ſhould draw them up, is no wonder ;— - 
trained up to deceive, the truth is not in him, 
But that I haye confined myſelf to a few quota- 
tions, I could preſent you with a hundred from 
the ſame Letter, equally falſe, perſonal, malicious, 
and inveterate, 


Tur Governor was ordered by his maſters 
from home, on his being appointed to the Go- 
vernment 
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vernthent of Bengal; firſt to remove from all 
power Mahemmed Reza Cawn; then to make a 
ſtrict ſerutiny into his conduct, as Naib Subah; 
to employ Rajah Nundcomar in this enquiry; and 
to refer che whole information to them. He did 
ſo. But though he could not find any criminal 
matter againſt Mahommed Reza Cawn, on the 
ſubjects into which he was ordered to enquire, 
yet he had ſeen enough of the man's influence 
and power in the provinces, to induce him to ad- 
viſe the Company, for political reaſons, not to re- 
inſtate him in the office. of Naib Subah of Ben- 
gal. His principles of action, with reſpect to 
Mahommed Reza Cawn, had been; eſtabliſhed in 
the manner we have ſeen, many months before 
the Majority arrived in the country; it is now 
eight years ago; and he remains fixed in the 
ſame opinion yet. He has no enmity to the man. 
Any advantages the Company wiſh him to draw 
from their 8 Governor Haſtings does not, 
nor ever will, withhold from him, But he con- 
demns the idea of reſtoring a man to power on 
the principies of party, who, with it, may do 
much harm in the preſent unſettled ſtate of India. 
I am not of conſequence enough to know the 
Governor General's intentions; but having ſtu- 
died his principles of action for a number of years, 
I think that ſome late orders which have been 
ſent on the ſubject of reſtoring Mahommed Reza 
Capn, and a few others which I ſhall mention, 

| may 
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may induce him to quit; but he never will, by a 
complete 1 n — diſgrace” his ſta- N 
nen 8A 28 2 
Her, NITEOO Re EO IROROBERS PH 64 
vb nnn Sir eber a Member of 
the Houſe of Commons, or any other man, can 
find half the real information on this ſubject in the 
Reports of the Committee, that he may find in 
the above ſimple detail of facts, ſupported by ei- 
dence which you knew where to find as well as 1 
did. But your point was to condemn, and cauſe 
to be removed from his ſtation, the Governor of 
Bengal; therefore, you took the ſtory up in the 
middle, and cauſed to be copied into the Appen- 
dixes of your Reports, ſuch papers only as the 
good man, Mr. Philip Francis, gave in, or pointed 
out — with what honour, integrity, or impartiality, ' 
I ſhall leave _ to Re | | 
Bib of 860 ON 422 
„werbe dg in the eee dee the 
Refident of Oude, is ſo exactly the ſame with that 
you have held in rẽſpect to the ſtory of Mahom- ' 
med Reza Cawn, that it will not be eaſy to ſpeak 
of ir, without tatitology: ' The Governor General, 
in his Viſit to the court of the Vizier Sujah ul Dow- - 
lah, in the year 1792, at which time he concluded 
with him the Treaty of Benares, had diſcovered 
that that ambitious Prince poſſeſſed not one virtu- 
ous quality of the mind. Born to tyrannic ſway, 
_ mental faculties had been totally neglected, 
and 


(4 
ads. badily.., everciſes only attended to 
Though he had, nerves. and agility! to; {every cho 
head of a huffalo ſrom its body with his ſcymerag 
at & blow, and. dexterity ſufficient to break with 

a ſingle, hullet, diſcharged from his match lock 
fowling piece, a jar from the head of a poor wo- 
man, at the diſtance of three hundred Enghſh 
yard, he W985; ignorant below: gontempt; inotho 
knowledge neceſſary for thagVizier: aft the, Em · 
pire of Hindooſtan, and in his diſpoſitian, ambi- 
tious, ſelfiſß, br utal, ſuſpisious, C tyranniqal: and 
cowardly. Withal this, he poſſeſſed Aſiatie euri- 
ning enough to become Aa, dangerous neighbour 
on; the, Company's conſines, if not cloſely watahad; 
and. for this reaſon only, Mr., Haſtings placed: 
abopy him one of the Company's younger: ſere 
vants, in whoſe abilities and integrity he could 
confide, to be a watch on his political ma- 
neeuyres, with orders to adviſe him regularly of 
all, that paſſed at the Viaier's court. The cor- 
reſpondence which paſſed between the Governor' 
General and this young gentleman, wes in! an 
ceaſy, confidential, and familiar: ſtrain, where) his! 

Poſitiye or conjectural opinion on the ſtate of 

affairs, and appearances of the: [intended i future 
męaſures of the Vizier, ſometimes ſupplied the! 
place f che ſtiff and limited i matter of fact ſlile 
of, the; merely official Reſident. And Mr., 
Midgleton,, Was conſidered by all, the country 
Powers, 0 be as much; che confidential Oe 
| | the 


aw) 2 
the Governor General,as:the agent of the Com- 
panyc And I/ſhalb be glad to know, in what de- 
grer of eſtimmion an Engliſh Ambaſfador would 
be held at a court in Europe, if it was known that 
he had not the Neu rips ee n; 25 

S 1004 $ 10 30 
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given to them by their Miniſter, was to recall this 
agent, and ſend up one of their own; by which 
act they would, at one ſtroke, convince! all the 
powers on the continent of India, that power had 
changed hands, and that it now reſted with a Ma- 
jority of the Board, and not with the Governor 
General. No man, Sir, knows better than you 
do, the politival uſe of ſuch a mancœuvre, or you 
would not have voted the ſending Admiral Pigot 
to relieve Lord Rodney. I believe that General 
Clavering: Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, had 
ſome ſuch intention, in purſuing ſo violent a mea- 
ſurez as yo ſeem to have had. But you ſtopped 
ſhorr;" they, Sir, went on: for at the very firſt 
meeting of the Council General to do buſineſs, 
the Governor General was called upon to deliver 
up all the correſpondence which had paſſed be- 
tween him and Mr. Middleton, his agent at Oude. 
Mr. Haſtings told them, that ſuch parts of it as 
related to the political affairs of government, he 
would order to be laid before the: Board; but as 
his correſpondenee with Mr. Middleton, in many 
inſtances, run in the friendly and familiar ſtile, 
no 
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ſuch parts, he concluded, they could have no de- 
ſire to ſee, and he 2 mn 3 
rere iy __ 10 29180 io ant blondiier ett 
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4 Extract of a Letter from \ Bengal daked Norember the 2 ct 2 774. 
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F IN gur. firſt emen in eee eee 
c ſide tion a minute of the Governor General's reſpectin the oli- 
« tical ſtate of affairs in India, which he had delivered i in at the - 
« pieceding meeting in the other department, with reſpedt to the 
« war chen carrying on agajnſt the Rohillas, in aid of the, Viier . 
We ſoon found that our opinions, on, its neceſſity and pro riety, 
« were Itkely to differ very widely. A Majority of the Poerd, 
« ronfiſting of the Commander in Chief, Colonel Monſon, and 
Mr. Francis, thought it neceſſary, for better elucidating the 
grounds and conduct of the war, to ſee che whole of che ori- 5 
« ginal correſpondence. berween the Governor General, Mr. 
Middleton, Reſident at the Viz ier's Court, and Colonel Cham 1 
pion, commanding the troops acting in conjunction with him: 
and it was reſolved to requeſt the Governor rn to lay it 
F before the Board accordingly. 


0 ö 2091 
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6 The Governor General and 8 * * FAY 

« reſolution ; and the former, at a ſubſequent meeting, delivered in 

© a minute, declaring, that he meant to lay before the Board, ſuch 
part of Mr. Middleton's and Colonel Champion s correſpon - 
dence, as related to the conduct of public affairs; but as ſome 

© of the Letters might contain things, in the courſe of a free and 

© perſonal communication, which might not be proper for a pub- 

© lio record, he begged leave to decline laying oy whole rd them 

© before us. C 5 


On this refuſal, a formal proteſt was entered againſt it, by 
General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis. Mr. 
Monſon thereupon moved for the recall of Mr. Middleton; 


* and it was determined by the ſame Majority, that he ſhould | 
« be 
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Hen was: ſtarted- curious matter for diſputa- 
tion. The heads of the Majority were already 
loaded with ſuſpicions and combuſtible ideas; and 
this withholding of parts of the correſpondence, 

ſet fire to the train laid by their Miniſter, and 
blazed out into a flame, that has not yet been ex- 
tinguiſhed. The Majority and their party, de- 
clared that the parts of the correſpondence which 
was not given up, contained criminal matter. The 
Governor, piqued at the ungenerous and violent 
proceedings of the Majority, and conſcious of his 
own innocence, would not comply. The young 
gentleman was recalled; and the matter was re- 
ferred home to the Company, who condemned the 
Governor, and ordered the whole of the original 
Letters to be delivered up on both ſides, which 
was done, and found to contain nothing public or 
criminal. This affair gave riſe to ſuch another 
diſpute as that about Mahommed Reza Cawn, and 
rann my at —_ Committee inthe ſame 


pe tecalled, a ordered to repair to the Preſidency, bringing with 
him the whole of his correſpondence during his reſidence at 
tlie court of the Vizier. At the ſame time it was reſolved to ap- 
point Colonel Champion, or the Commanding Officer of the 
6 Brigade, to treat with the Vizier in his room. Againſt both 
« theſe reſolutions, the Governor General Set and 1 


4 Barwell alſo diffented from them. 
F | (Signed) | I. CLAVERING, 
TY TOY ETA g ·kE0O. MONSON, | 


Br 571 (49 DEE 5 


uncandid 


( 44) 

uncandid inanner. Not the leaſt notice is taken 
ofithe conduct of the Majority, in removing Mr. 
Middleton, and ſending Vir. Briſtow to Oude, and 
thereby rendering the Governor General infigni- 
ſiaant in the eyes of the country powers: No; that 
would have been candid, and given truth fuir 
play; to avoid which, you take the ſtory up 
much later in point of time, and endeavour to 
fio: criminality on the Governor General ſor re. 
moving Mr. Briſtow from the vely ſpot to which 
he had been ſent by the Majority, to Jeſſen him in 
the eyes of the Country Powers. Such conduct 
might have been expected from the | Chairman of 
your Committee, who was never heard of às an 
oracor; except as a ſpeaking member of à city 
olub. or wrangling) Proprietor of India Stock at a 
general court, where he ſtudied his poverty of 
eloquence;; until chance threw! him into the Com- 
mirtee's Chair: But believe me, Sir;/it is beneath 
a een ann Burke. 


. 
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I III. give you an inſtakcs in gl The 
Prime Miniſter of this Country, muſt have a Lord 
Eieutenant of Ireland who will attend'to his man- 
dates, or things in Ireland will go wrong. Lord 
North thought ſo, when he ſent Lord Carliſle to 
Dublin Caſtle. Tou thought ſo, when you joined 
in opinion to ſend the Duke of Portland there. 
And Lord Shelburne thought fo, when he recom- 
meaded a ſucceſſor to the Noble Duke, It is, 

| | Sir, 
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dabbler agrees in. And:believe me, a Governor 
General of Bengal, muſt, and will have à confi⸗ 
dential friend of his nn fon his Lieutenant at 
Oude, or the Princes of the Country will place no 
confidence in him. It is nom five years ſinoe the 
various fluctuating powers oi this country; at both 
ends of the town, have, from a mere ſpiritof 
party, deſtructive of all true policy, and the real 
intereſt of the Company and the Nation, been 
attempting to lower their Governor General in the 
eyes, of all Aſia, by forcing on bim Mr. -Briſtow 
young man; that all Mr. Briſtow's friends knows 
but if the Governor ſubmits to his being placed 
there ſo independent of him, as the orders from 
home require, after ſo long and ſo injudicious a 
ſtruggle to compel; him to it from this ſide the 
water, he will ceaſe to be worthy the iconfidende 
of the Nation and the 3 as their Go- 
vernor General * e roy Win nw Tt 
To 1 6 «3847 Fre Jin eth to 15 0 l ni 
pr e Sir, be the Mem; 
bers of your Committee, and a vety bare mayo» 
rity in / the Court of Directors, there may be found 
people who may think, that the Naib Subahiof the 
Provinces in Bengal, and the Reſident at the: Couet 
of Oude, ſhould be appointmente- in the diſpoſal 
only of the Court of Directors. I -ſhalls not.,difs 
cl! pute 


pte their right to give away] every-dppointment 
in the Company's ſervice, at home and abroad; if 
it was not ſo, they would not be Directors; but 
the to inſtances at preſent agitated, do not turn 
on their power or their right; theſe are indiſ- 
putable; and I wiſni the whole Court felt as ſore, 
at the improper interpoſition of miniſterial influ- 
ence, as I do, their affairs abroad would then ſoon 
be reſtored to their former ſplendor. Had the 
Court of Directors read, with minds free from 
prejudice, the reaſonings of Mr. Haſtings, for 
not giving power to Mahommed Reza Cawn, 
ſending Mr. Briſtow to Oude, and Mr. Fowke, 
J un. to Benares, it is not poſſible that certain or 
ders lately ſent to Bengal, could have been dictated. 
It was no quarrel of theirs, 'The Majority had ap- 
pointed the gentlemen above mentioned to their 
ſeveral ſtations, openly avowing, that it was done 
to ſhew the Country Powers, that Mr. . Haſtings; 
with the high ſounding title of Governor General 
of Aſia, had, in fact, no power; and it was ſo ge 
nerally believed all over Hindooſtan; that Mr. Haſ- 
tings, on the demiſe of Colonel Monſon, ſo far 
back as 1776, was obliged to replace the ſame 
Company's ſervants, in order to recover in the 
opinion of the Aſiatic Princes, the credit due to 
his ſtation. From that hour to this, hath the im- 
politic interpoſition of the Court of Directors, 
| kept alive a paltry party diſpute, originating at” 
Bengal, whether Mr. Middleton or Mr, Briſtow, 

|  _ ſhould 
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ſhould be the Company s Neſident at Oude ; whe- 
ther, Mr. Fowke, Mr. Graham, or Mr. Markham, 
Mall act as Agent at Benares; and whether Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn ſhall have improper power 
. annexed; to his nominal ſt ation of Naib Subah of 
Bengal, or not. The parties in whoſe favour this 
party conteſt has been kept alive, that is Meſſtt. 
Middleton, Briſtow, Fowke, Graham, Markham, 
and Mahommed Reza Cawn, are all men trained 
in the Company's ſervice. To their abilities and 
integrity, no party have made the leaſt objection. 
The whole matter turns on this; whilſt the agents 


of Mr. Haſtings's nomination, reſide at the dif- 


ferent Princes courts, they have confidence in him; 
when the young men are ſent there, WhO were ap- 
painted by che Majority, the Governot General's 
credit ſinks to nothing. I would aſlæ any reaſon- 
able Man, whether it can be for the intereſt of the 
Company, that the Directors continue annually to 
make a point of matters, in themſelves ſo inſigni- 
ficant to their ſervice in general, and ſo degrading 


0 their Governor General in particular? Whar 


is it to that commercial body, which of their 
younger ſervants act as their agents at Oude and 
Benares? Or who can poſſibly; be ſo good 2 
judge of the abilities and integrity of the under 


graduates in their ſervice, as the Governor who 


employs them? To him they. look for an 0. 

count of the general ſtare of their affairs, financial 

and political; on the : judicious management of 
which, 
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reſts, but their exiſtence / as an Aſiatic power. 
If they loſe their territory, their commerce can 
no longer exiſt. The Council General are their 
political managers, the Board of Trade their 
mercantile. War and conqueſt have made the 
firſt neceſſary; and the cloſer the latter are tied 
down to firſt principles, the better. But the 
ſhuttle will now no longer move, if the ſword 
be withdrawn. I would defire no ſtronger proof 
of the neceſſity of harmony in the conducting 
of their affairs abroad, than what has lately ap- 
peared. From 1774 to 1780, Mr. Francis and 
his friends, oppoſed every meaſure of the Go- 
vernor General's in every department of go- 
vernment, and alfo kept alive a party in this 
country, at both ends of the town, and that 
by a ſeries of the moſt falſe and unchatitable 
repreſentations of facts, that ever were invented 
againſt Mr. Haſtings's honour as a man, e 
one of which have been refuted, and expoſe 
to the diſhonour of the dead, and the dugrace 
of the living. But no ſooner had Mr. Fran- 
cis left India, than cordiality took place in the 
Council General, the good effects of which have 
lately been made known to the nation, and 
that at a moment of time, when the Direc- 
tors were deviſing his recall, grounded on rea- 
ſons which have no foundation in ith, to 
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make way for a new ſet of men, ae uns 
verſed in. the ann. of ae „ e 
* — * ar | ah 3 the 
Committee ſhould have done as I have done, and 
gone hack to the original cauſe of the removal of 
Mahommed Reza Cawn and Mr. Briſtow, as they 
deemed ſuch trifling affairs worth the notice of the 
Senate; but once. dipped into perſonal politics, 
they know not where to ſtop; and a diſmal ac- 
count is introduced into the Houſe, in your ſixth 
Report, charging the Governor General with hav- 
ing violated the rules of the Company's ſervice, 
in appointing one of his Aid- du- Camps, and par- 
ticular, Agent, Captain John Scott, a nominal 
Major, greatly out of his turn, to the preju - 
dice of Ik] ẽ not how many officers, his ſe- 
niots in the ſervice. This. fact is not only denied, 
but alſo proved to have been erroneouſly ſtated, 
and. wrongfuliy repreſented to the Houſe of Com 
N Your Chairman has been called upon 
| publickly ly and privately,.to, ſupport the aſſertions 
contaiaed, im the, Report, whicirhitherto:he/hasde<-- 
clined. to do. Perhaps he thinks that a ſenato⸗ 
rial dignity. places him out of the reach of private 
cenſuie, tor having patronized a repreſentation of 
circumſtances not true in fact, and that we ſhall 
ſce, him on the meeting f the Parliament, once 
more ſtand up in his place, and declare himſelf in- 
vulnexable to the ſhafts of envy and calumny. | 
E Before 
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Before he ventures to do it, I wiſh him calmly to 
peruſe this Preface, and the accompanying Third 
Letter, to you; it may be of uſe to his memory; 
and he may depend on it, that I will take parti- 
cular care, that every Member of both Houſes 
ſhall be furniſhed with a copy, in order to enable 
them to judge what degree of credit is due to the 
General's declaration of his innocence and his pa- 
triotiſm. 


I Rax been beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed at the 
modeſty of the noble General, in trifling with the 
time of the Houſe, by bringing forward the fri- 
volous accuſation againſt Mr. Haſtings, of his 
having made his Aid-du-Camp, Captain John 
Scott, a Brevet Major, as it inevitably leads back 
the mind to a ſimilar favour granted ſome years 
paſt, by the General's influence, to his own bro- 
ther, Captain John Smith. In the name of good- 
neſs, what could induce your Chairman to diſguſt 
the feelings of every man, who knew the conduct 
and character of his near relation, by dragging 
back to our memories the idea of a man, long 
ſince fallen into fortunate oblivion? Major John 
Smith poſſeſſed every frailty and folly of his bro- 
ther in the higheſt extreme. If there are virtues 
in the family, heaven and earth knows how few 
of them came to his ſhare! But he has many 
years ceaſed to be a load to himſelf, diſguſtful 


to ſociety, and an expence to the Company; and 
nothing 


*% 


* 


nothing but the fraternal feelings of ſo excellent 
a brother, could have given cauſe to have it re- 
membered that ſuch a being ever exiſted. 


1 6 


Ax elegant writer, under the ſignature of De- 


tector, in the Morning Herald, having examined 


and explained the conduct of the Committee, in a 


very maſterly manner, has put an end to my la- 


bours. What are we to think of the efficacy of 
national inveſtigations ſo partially conducted? If 
any man will be at the trouble of reading your 
ſhare in thoſe curious compoſitions, and at the 
ſame time attend to the undeniable facts which 
Detector hath oppoſed to your eloquent ſurmiſes, 
and very ungenerous inſinuations, it will enable 
him to form a judgment of the uncommon injuries 
which have been done to the public and private 


character of the Governor General of Bengal, in 


the ſeveral parts of the five laſt Reports. After 
all, there are few men to whom Mr. Haſtings has 


been more obliged, than to you and your Com- 


mittee. The extraordinary Vote which ſome how 
or other was obtained in the Houſe of Commons, 
for his recall, brought forward an inveſtigation 
into the matter in Leadenhall Street. The Pro- 
prietors of India Stock are his legal and proper 
maſters : they have tried him, Sir, fairly, and he 
has been honourably acquitted. After that, what 
can he have to fear from the tellers of Nurſery 
tales? The honourable General was ſo pleaſed 

E 2 ; with 
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with his maſter's ſtory of the Litile Red Riding 
Hood, that he imitated it in his way, and gave 
us one of an Eunuch, and an Old Woman at the 
India Houſe. Perſons who deſpiſe the man, pitied 
the mimic orator. The ſilent contempt in which 
it was received, ought to ſeal up his mouth for 
ever; and in compaſſion to him, Sir, you ſhould 


bo | „ 


ſay, Couſin Smith, you never can be an orator.” 


IT uusr now leave you to my Third Letter, 
which I hope will have ſome influence on your 
mind, when you ſhall find by it, how egregiouſly 
you have been duped by the enemies of Mr. 
Haſtings, in ſpending ſo much of your precious 
time, in compiling Reports from a Committee, 
originally intended to furniſh the national Se- 
nate with information on Aſiatic affairs, and not 
inflammatory obſervations on the conduct of a 
party. When you, your Chairman, or the man 
of whoſe evidence you have ſhewn ſo much grace 
as to be aſhamed to give to the public, ſhall think 
proper to diſpute the facts in the following Letter, 
you may chance to hear again from your old cor- 
reſpondent and 


Humble Servant, | 
The AUTHOR. 


THER LETTER 


EDMUND BURKE, Es, 


RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR, 


LTHOUGH I have already addreſſed 


Two Letters to you, on the ſubject of the 
Reports of the Select Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons, ſuch have been the induſtry and 
indefatigable application of yourſelf, the honour- 


able Chairman, and his brother Members, in ob- 


taining what they think new evidence, in ſupport 


of what all the world have been convinced was 


no evidence at all, that I am compelled to trouble 
you once more, to ſhew, that this laſt evidence 


of Mr. Goring, is — worſe than Captain 
Cowe's 


. ner ˙ ——— 2 — 
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Cowe's no evidence: and what i is  Goanlacts for. 
tunate, every ſtep which has been 2 to pre- 
judice the public againſt Governor General) Haſ. 
tings, hath operated quite differently to what his 
enemies intended. His character, like fierling 
gold committed to the crucible, comes out purer 
than when firſt ſubmitted to the fire, 


Wuxx, in 18 the King's Miniſters inter- 
poſed, with the declared purpoſe of relieving the 
Eaſt India Company from their diſtreſſes, which 
had moſt evidently been brought on by the ſame 
Miniſtry having compelled them ſome years be- 
fore, to pay government 400,000/. per annum, 
and which, in its conſequences, drove them into 
a temporary bankruptcy, the very fame means 
were then uſed, which have lately been uſed, to 

enrage the minds of the people againſt the cha- 
racters of all the Company's ſervants abroad, and 
involve them indiſcriminately in one general ruin. 
It is, perhaps, one of the moſt ſingular circum- 
ſtances to be met with in the records of time, that 
a man ſo ſitvated, and ſo circumſtanced, as Go- 
vernor General Haſtings has been, and now is, 
| ſhould be able to ſupport himſelf againſt ſuch 
violent, perſonal, and general attacks, as have 
been, and are now making on his conduct and 
character. | 


| I wiLL 


( 3) 

I wiLL honeſtly confeſs, that it is not from any 
particular regard or reſpect which I have for your 
character, that induces me to addreſs my Letters 
to you: as one of my moſt gracious Sovereign's 
honourable Privy Council, I ſincerely hope that 
you are an upright and honeſt man; but I am 

too old to take mere profeſſions of ſanctity for 
pure religion, or flowery oratory for true patri- 
otiſm : I look to general tenor of conduct to 
frame my concluſions on the characters of men : 
and if Sir George Saville himſelf, was to give up 
the cauſe of an honeſt man, in mere compliance 
to the paſſions of a party, highly as I now re- 
vere the character of that genuine Engliſhman, I I 
would never after touch my hat to him. It is not 
ſufficient that a man hath lived, he muſt alſo die 
a patriot. Had Cato trimmed to the times, as Bo- 
lingbroke has ſaid he ought to have done, and 
followed the chariot wheels of Cæſar, his memory 
would have been held in as much deteſtation by 
poſterity, as is that of the Author of the Letters 
on Patriotiſm. He, Sir, like you, preached a doc- 
trine which he never practiſed. When I read 
your works, I admire both: when I advert to 
| your conduct, there are few characters, living or 
dead, for whom I feel leſs reſpect. Men who 
violently purſue, from the ſpirit of party, an in- 
nocent individual, are falſe patriots. Haſtings 


and Coote have ſaved the nation in the eaſt, and 
| Rodney 


4 
ney retrieved her honour 1 in the weſt, and 
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brawling A vent their ſpleen againſt, wh 


In Wr Select and Secret . were 
appointed by the Houſe of Commons, to enquire 
into the then ſtate of the Eaſt India Company's 
affairs. In the ſame year Mr. Haſtings was, by 
the Company, ſent from Madraſs to Bengal, to 
take charge of the government. Every one of 
his meaſures from that period, to the latter end of 
1774, were not only highly approved, but much 
commended by the Court of Directors. to whom 
alone he was then accountable. If, in the ſevere 
inveſtigation of both Committees of the Houſe of 
Commons, during the years 1772 and 1773, any 
criminal matter did appear againſt Governor Haſ- 
tings, nothing of it is to be found on the face of 
the Reports; and as a proof that nothing was 
found, the legiſlative powers of his country thought 
proper, in 1773, to confirm him in the govern- 
ment of Bengal for five years longer. If any 
thing can eſtabliſh a man's character for honour 
and integrity, in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, Mr. Haſtings's character was ſo eſtabliſned, 
when the Regulating Act of the 13th of George 
the Third, received the royal aſſent, which was to 
be in force at Bengal, on the firſt "pt; of Au- 
"ys 1774. 


he 
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Ax the above period, Mr. Haſtings had been | 
in the Company's ſervice twenty-four years, in the 
government of Bengal nearly three years, by the 
appointment, and with the approbation, of the 
Court of Proprietors, and of the Directors; and 
by the Regulating Act, he was re. appointed and 
confirmed in the government of all India, for five 
years more, This new appointment was with the 
conſent and approbation of the whole kingdom, 
for this plain reaſon, that whatever peculations or 
miſmanagements had been brought home againſt 
other of the Company's ſervants, all parties and 
denominations of men agreed, that Mr. Haſtings's 
character ſtood unimpeached, in Leadenhall-Street, 
and in the Reports of the Committees. His ap- 
plication to buſineſs, and his abilities for conduct- 
ing it, were equally and univerſally acknowledged | 
by all denominations of men, 


Sven was the eſtabliſhed and univerſally al- 
lowed character of Mr. Haſtings, when he was 
appointed Governor General of the national poſ- 
ſeſſions in Aſia in 1774. I will, Sir, with your 
permiſſion, go into an inveſtigation of the matter 
now laid to his charge, and ſtate ea and fairly, 
on what foundation it reſts, give the characters of 
the men who firſt began the now furious attack, 
againſt his moral and political honour, and ſhew 
to the world on what grounds the preſent outcry 


has been raiſed, in what manner it has been ſup- 
Prem 


i 
ported, and what are the views of the preſent Ma- 
nagers, in perſevering with ſuch unwearied aſſi- 


duity, in the removal of Mr. Haſtings from the 
government of owe 


You are, 3 nn acquainted with the pri- 
vate intentions of Miniſters of State than I am; 
their openly avowed principles of action is all I 
have to go by ; and I do affure you, Sir, that the 
Miniſters of 1773, declared publickly, that they 
wiſhed to ſupport Governor General Haſtings in 
his meaſures and plans for regulating the national 
concerns in Bengal ; and in order to put it out of 
the power of that fluctuating body of men, the 
Court of Directors for the Eaſt India Company's 
affairs, to remove him, on any change of politics in 
Leadenhall- Street, they gave him the ſanction of a 
national appointment for five years, not to be ro- 
moved but by an addreſs from the united body of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, 
framed at the requeſt of a majority of the Pro- 
prietors, and a majority of the Court of Directors, 
to the King in Council, for that expreſs purpoſe. 
Here, Sir, their declarations and public acts con- 
firm one another, and force conviction on the 
mind, that they really meant what they ſaid: and 
the ſame Miniſtry have further confirmed what 
they then enacted; fer in the firſt Seſſions of the 
fifteenth Parliament of Great Britain, that is laſt 
ſummer, when an Act was paſſed to continue to 
the 


1 
the Faſt India Company, their Aſiatic poſſeſſions, 
for the further term of ten years, the name of 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. is further inſerted to fill the 
office of Governor General, with the approbation 
of the Eaſt India Company, and, as I remember, 
without one ſingle objection to the clauſe ſo 
framed for his continuance in the government, 
being ſtarted in the Houſe of ch or Houle of 
Commons. 


A $1MPLE plain man, ſuch as I am, not conver- 
fant in the ſecrets of ſtate, is apt to conclude, that 
ſuch continual and repeated approbation of a man's 
own immediate maſters, confirmed by the legiſla- 
tive and executive powers of the ſtate, would be 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh his character for honour, 
ability, and integrity; and was I an independent 
Proprietor of Stock, or impartial Member of Par- 
liament, I would not vote a man from fo reſpon- 
ſible a ſtation, without being firſt convinced that 
he had ated in ſome ſhape or way, inconſiſtent with 
his duty, or derogatory to his honour. What a 
vaſt portion of [private ſpleen muſt that man poſ- 
ſeſs, whoſe revenge is not to be ſatisfied, but with 
the removal and diſgrace of ſuch men as Haſtings, 
Coote, and Rodney, at a time the national honour 
I r ke continuance in office ! 


Ix the midſt of all our party ſquabbles, I che 


God, there are numbers of very reſpectable cha- 
, | racters 


* 
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rafters in the nation, whoſe love of truth cauſes 
them to revolt at the very idea of acting as pan- 
ders to the gratification of private paſſion; that 
will not be influenced by uncertain evidence, or 
vote the diſgrace of a man unheard in his defence, 
becauſe the Chairman of a Committee, or one or 
two other of the Members, wiſh to return to India. 
To ſuch Members of the Britiſh Senate, and ſuch 
Proprietors of India Stock, I write; nor have I a 
doubt but that I ſhall convince them, and all im- 
partial men, that the preſent attack on the Go- 
vernor General, was commenced in India from the 
ſpirit of party, and has been taken up here on 
the ſame principle, and leads only to the gratifi- 
cation of the private ſpleen of a few individuals, 
|. and the lucrative views of a few more. 

U Tux is nothing gives me more pleaſure, than 
when I find that I agree in any political point, eſ- 
ſential to the general good, with ſo popular a cha- 
racter as that of Mr. Edmund Burke: but ſuch 
is the nature and complexion of modern patriotiſm, 
that tenets ſeem to change with books, and prin- 
ciples with times. I mean, Sir, your tenets and 
your principles: the Proprietor of Eaſt India 
Stock, at laſt, if not part of the Patriot, ſeems 

to have been loſt in the Miniſter of State; other- 
wiſe how ſhall we reconcile preſent proceedings 
with paſt doftrines? No man will refuſe a quo- 


tation from the works of Edmund Burke, and 1 
am 


— 
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am always happy to ſupport my own opinion by 
ſo good authority. That the compelling the Eaſt 
India Company to pay the ſum of 400,000/. per 
annum to government, was a thing I complained 
of much, at that time, though you-was not a Pro- 
prietor, you, Sir, did not approve of it, as may be 
ſeen from the following quotation from a very fa- 
vourite work of yours, which I took notice of in 
my Firſt Letter to you, and may very poſſibly. 
mention again before I cloſe my Third. | 


In your Obſervations on a late State of the Na- 
tion, printed by J. Dodſley, in Pall- mall, the fourth 
edition, page 88 to page 93, you reaſon thus: 


Ir is true the author, in his eſtimate of ways 
© and means, takes credit for 400,000/. a year, 
© Indian revenue; but he will not very poſitively 
© infiſt, that we ſhould put this revenue to the ac- 
© count of his plans or his power, and for a plain 
* reaſon; we are already near two years in poſ- 
© ſeſſion of it: by what means we came to that poſ- 
< ſeſſion, is a pretty long ſtory: however, I ſhall 
give nothing more than a ſhort abſtract of the 
* proceeding, in order to ſee whether the author 
© will take to himſelf any part in that meaſure. 


© Taz fact is this: the Eaſt India Company. 
© had for a good while ſolicited the Miniſtry for 


5a negociation, by which they propoſed to pay 
© largely 


(40! 3 
© jargely for ſome advantages in their trade; and 
© for the renewal of their charter. This had been 
© the former method of tranſacting with that body, 
© Government having only leaſed the monopoly 
for ſhort terms, the Company has been obliged 
© to reſort to it frequently for renewals. Theſe 
two parties have always negociated (on the true 
© principle of credit) not as government and ſub- 
« jet, but as equal dealers, on the footing of mu- 
© tual advantage. The public had derived preat 
© benefit from ſuch dealing. But at that time new 
ideas prevailed : The Miniſtry, inſtead of liſten- 
© ing to the propoſals of the Company, choſe to ſet 
© up a claim of the Crown to their poſſeſſions. The 
© original plan ſeems to have been, to get the 
© Houſe of Commons to compliment the Crown 
© with a ſort of juridicial declaration of a title to 
© the Company's acquiſitions in India, which the 
© Crown, on its part, with the beſt air in the world, 
vas to beſtow upon the public. Then it would 
come to the turn of the Houſe of Commons 
© again to be liberal and grateful to the Crown. 
© The civil liſt debts were to be paid off, with, 
perhaps, a pretty augmentation of income. All 
this was to be done on the moſt public ſpirited 
principles, and with a politeneſs and mutual in- 
* terchange of good offices, that could not but 
have charmed. But what was beſt of all, theſe 
civilities were to be without a farthing of charge 


to either of the kind and ob: ging parties. The 
* Eaſt 
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© Eaſt India Company was to be covered with in- 
famy and diſgrace, and at the ſame time was to 
pay the whole bill. 


« IN conſequence. of this ſcheme, the terrors of 
© a, parliamentary enquiry were hung over them. 
A judicature was aſſerted in Parliament to try 
© this queſtion, But leaſt this judicial character 
© ſhould chance to inſpire certain ſtubborn ideas 
© of law and right, it was argued, that the judi- 
© cature was arbitrary, and ought not to deter- 
© mine by the rules of law, but by their opinion 
of policy and expedience. Nothing exceeded the 
violence of ſome of the managers, except their im- 
potence. They were bewildered by their paſ- 
ſions, and by their want of knowledge, or want of 
© conſideration of the ſubject. The more they ad- 
© vanced, the further they found themſelves from 
© their object. All things ran into confuſion. The 
Miniſters quarrelled among themſelves ; they diſ- 
claimed one another; they ſuſpended violence, 


A and ſhrunk from the treaty. The enquiry was 


© almoſt at its laſt gaſp, when ſome active perſons 
of the Company were given to underſtand, that 
© this hoſtile proceeding was only ſet up in terrorem ; 
that government was far from an intention of 
« ſeizing upon the poſſeſſions of the Company. 
© Adminiſtration, they ſaid, was ſenſible that the 
idea was in every light full of abſurdity ; and 
4 * that ſuch a ſeizure was not more out of their 
| power, 


* — 
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power, than vemote from \ heinoviſhes 5e nad ahtre- 
© fore, if the Company wouldogome. in}! hberal 
* manner to the Houſe, they certainly could not 
fail of, putting a peedy end ton this. diſagreeable 
ee and of opening. che Ma to. an adyan- 
£ 4ageous NV vids nr oawelt ji 30) unn 
Gen anon fonx ml? tort 20 in 1 2 
„On this hint the Compamp acted: they came 
at once to a reſolution of getting xid of the dif. 
£ fieuliies which aroſe from the complication of 
their. trade with, their revenue, 3 4 ep Which 
7 deſpoiled them of their beſt, deſenſiye Armour 
< agd;put them at once into the power of admini- 
< © ſtratjon,, They threw. their whole ſtock of every 
Find. the revenue, the trade, and even their 
gebt from government, into ane fund, which 
1 they computed on the ſureſt grounds, would. 
c * amount to 809,000). with a large min ait! 
< plus for the Payment of debt. Then they agreed 
c to divide this ſum in equal portions, between 
< © themlelves and the public, 490,9091,, to ach- 
d This gave to the Proprietors, of that Fund, an 
c Annual augmentation of no more than 80,00. 
0 dividend, They ought to receive from govern- 
© ment. 120,000). for the loan of; their capital · So 
* that in fact, the whole which on this plan they 
c reſerved to themſelves, fe om their vaſt revenue 
from their extenſive trade, and in conſideration gf 
6 the great riſks and mig ehty EXPENCES which, p 
be chaſed theſe advantages, amounted to no mon e 
| c than 


<0) 
e than 230,000). — was to receive; 
Tas] _ 4000007. 


J Tus propoſal was thought by themſelves 
liberal indeed, and they expected the higheſt ap- 
* plauſe for it. However, their reception was 
very different from their expectations. When 
they brought up their plan to the Houſe of Com- 
© mons, the offer, as it was natural, of 400,000l- 
was very well reliſhed ; but nothing could be 
© more diſguſtfal than the 80,000l. which the 
Company had divided amongſt themſelves. A 
violent tempeſt of public indignation and fury 
* roſe againſt them. The heads of the people 
© turned. The Company was held well able to pay 
t 400,000. a year to government; but bankrupts; 
© if they attempted to divide the fifth part of it 
+ among themſelves: An ex poft fado law was 
+ H6rought_in with great precipitation, for annul- 
© ling this dividend. In the bill was inſerted a 
* clauſe, which ſuſpended for about a year, the 
© right which, under the public faith, the Com- 
* pany enjoyed of making their own dividends, 
+ Such was the diſpoſition and temper of the 
© Houſe, that although the plain face of facts, 
© reaſon, arichmetic, all the authority, parts, and 
* eloquence in the kingdom, were, againſt this 
* bill, though all the Chancellors of the Ex- 
* chequer, who held that office from the begin- 
5 - ging of this reign, oppoſed it, yet a few place- 
F © men 
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men of the ſubordinate departments, ſprung out 
of their ranks, took the lead, and by an opinion 
26 iow ſome' ſort of ſecret ſupport, carried the biil with 
an high hand, leaving the then Secretary of 
State, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in a very moderate Minority. In this diſtracted 
„ ſituation, the managers of the bill, notwith- 
ſtanding their triumph, did not venture to pro- 
poſe the payment of the civil lift debt. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was not in good 
humour enough, after his late defeat by his 
© own troops, to co-operate in ſuch a. deſign. So 
they made an act to lock up the money in the 
Exchequer, until they ſhould have time to look 
about them, and ſettle among themſelves what 
4 they were to do with i it. | 


' © Tavs ended this unparallelled tranſaction. 
The author, believe, will not claim any part 
*© of the glory in it; he will leave it whole and 
© entire to the authors of the meaſure. The mo- 
n ney was the voluntary free gift of the Company; 
© the reſcinding bill was the act of the legiſlature, 
'© to which they and we owe ſubmiſſion : the au- 
© thor has nothing to do with the one or with the 
© other. However, he cannot avoid rubbing him- 
© ſelf againſt this ſubject, merely for the pleaſure 
of ſtirring controverſies, and gratifying a certain 
© pruriency of taxation that ſeems to infect his 
© blood. It i is s merely to indulge himſelf 1 in ſpe- | 
2 eit, oh « culations 
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o rangue on a this rabiect, For he takes So for no 
greater ſum than the public is already in poſſeſ- 
C ſion of. He does not hint that the Company 
15 means, or has ever ſhe wn any diſpoſition, it ma- 
C naged with common prudence, to pay leſs in 

3 future; and he cannot doubt that the preſent 
Miniſtry are as well inclined to drive them, by 
their mock enquiries, and real reſcinding bills, 
bo as he can poſſibly be with his taxes. Beſides, it 
© is obvious, that as great a ſum might have been 
. drawn from that Company, without affecting pro- 
} perty, or Mak ing the conſticution, or endanger- 
ing the principles of public credit, or running 
© into his golden dreams of cockets on the Ganges, 
© or viſions of ſtamp duties on Purvannas, Duf- 
* ticks, Kiſtbundees, and Huſtulbookums. For once, 
«1 l will dilappoint him in this part of the diſpute, 
*; and only, i in a very few words, recommend to 
« his conſideration, how he is to get off the dan» 
© perous ideas of taxing a public fund, if he levies 
© thole duties in England; and if he is to levy 
*ctem in India, what proviſion has he made for a 
. © revenue eſtabliſhment there, ſuppoſing that he 
5 * updertakes this new ſcheme of finance indepen- 
6 dent! y of the Company, and againſt its incli- 
© nations ?“ FR | d TRE 
5 7 is impoſſible 5 me, Sir, to read your ob. 
fervations on mock enquiries, without adverting to 
| F 2 ſome 
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ſome enquiries i noch on foot. Mr. Goring, in the 
month of May, is brought to affirm What you de. 
clared to be ſelf evident in the month of February, 
viz. the political execution of tlie Rajah Nund- 
comar'; for proof of which, you, in the moſt ſo· 
kemn and ſerious manner, refer the Houſe and the 
Nation back to the evidence of Captain Coe in 
the firſt Report. To Captain Cowe's evidence 
we 80, Sir, by your expreſs defire, and find that it 
is no evidence at all. To tel! us now, that Mr. 
Goring, or any other man, can prove what Was 
not true in February laſt, though the fact alluded 
to was of ſeven years Randing; is at beſt! büt 
bringing an Iriſh Bull to cover your Engliſh Cow, 
Believe me, the more you labour he unlucky 
Point, the more you will find yourſelf” bewildered: 

Jn Bengal, Mr. C. W. B. Rouſe, Mr. Philip Fran- 
cis, Mr. Farrer, the lawyer, Captain Cowe, anda 
few others, ſaid that it was à political meafure. 
The then Majority of the civil government; went 
great lengths to endeavour to prove it on che ſpot, 
with no better ſucceſs than you ſcem to Have had 
here. A great traveller, one Macintoſh; Has Had 
| inſtructions to affirm | the ſame fact, with which 
your honourable Committee have fo long amuſed 
hietyſelves, and has been told in direct terms, by 
olle Joſepf Price, that he has been guilty of 1 ut- 
(tering nine different falſhoods on that ſubject only ; 
And I have been credibly informed, chat the ſame 


Ptice declares, that Nr, Macintöf Has Been em- 
adde | ployed 


(27) 
ployed by one of the ſame men who employed Mr. 
See ſo. AP to his Fe at Bengal. 
44 1 
* Hloge EVER A that may be, 'the as mock enquiries 7 6 
you call them) did take hos in 1772, and fyr- 
niſhed the pretext for the Regulating Act on India 
affairs i in 1774. The Miniſter publickly declared, 
that his intention was to ſupport Governor 
tings in his government. When the private in- 
ſtructions given to General Clavering, Colonel Mon. 
ſen, and and Mr. Philip Francis, were, I do not know 
but moſt. certainly their conduct was very differ- 
ent, nor only to the declarations of the Miniſtry, 
but alſo to their own, I have proved this fact if 
my! F irſt Jetter; nor ſhall I detain you longer 
here than juſt to obſerve, that notwithſtanding all 
their profeſſions and all their promiſes, they ſhewed 
at the very firſt meeting of council, a fixed deter- 
mination to. govern the country, not only without 
the participation or advice of Mr. Haſtings, 
but alſo gave countenance to every vile informer 
in che country, to bring in complaint againſt him: 
no matter what it was, or how obtained, the more 
infamous t the better. Every day produced ſome- 
ching new; and the Company's; records ere 
ftuffed. with charges in abundance; but not a 
angle proof has been produced, from that hqur 
t this, of any of them, The eauſe has lately 
been transferred from that country to this; and 
* ee no leis indignation than contempt, that 1 
obſerve 
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obſerve that ſome of the very ſame men have 
been employed to play over again, their parts 
in the ene exhibition of that moſt infamous 

-Youn friend, Mr. Francis, Sir, is ſomething 
more in my opinion, than what he ſtiled himlelf, 
the #fth part of a' King; he is, at leaſt, the third 
part ot a Prophet; for in the ſpace of a month, 4 
very litile month, after his arrival at Bengal, the 
Majority tell the Company, in one Letter, dated 
November 21ſt, 1774, juſt twenty five days after 
their firſt meeting in council, that * the ſhort time 
which has elapſ<d ſince our arrival here, has been 
© {0 totally eng raſſed by the firſt forms and multi- 
© plicity of inſtant buſineſs, that it has not been 
© poſſible tor us to poſſeſs ourſelves. of any other 
s particu ar knowledge of the internal - ſtate of 
$ thoſe provinces, than that which your Governor 
© (General has buen Your to communicate to 
. us.“ 5 A 2001 01 


. \ Howeyes, i in nine days after the above declar 
ration, they acquire knowledge enough to con- 
demn in the Jump, the whole conduct of the 
preceding adminiſtration, and foretell, that a ſe- 
vere parliamentary inquiſition would one day take 
place. It has happened as they foretold, and in- 
guiſuion is no bad term; at tribunals ſo named, 
evidence of any kind is brought forward. Even 


„ en 
the whimſies of a Cote, the aſſertions of a Frantis, - 
or the depoſitions of a Goring, , are admitted 
againſt a man to whom they hold declared en- 
mity. Are ſuch proceedings calculated to con- 
vince or to impoſe on the underſtandings of the 
public? The treatment of Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold is perfect moderation to this. Vet ſuch 
conduct is to pave the way for my little Cut- 
cherry Hero to obtain a ſeat in the Supreme Coun- 
eil at Bengal, the Chairman of the Committee to 
command the army, and you, Sir, or ſome other 
great man, (for Philip Francis, I find, is thrown 
out,) to become Governor General of Bengal. 
But to their letter: be pleaſed to obſerve, that it 
is dated a month after the Majority poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of the government of Bengal. On the 2 iſt 
of November, 1774, they know nothing. but what 
the Governor General told them; on the zoth of 
the ſame month, in the ſame year, they knew 
every thing; as appears from the following Lerter 
to the Court of Directors. —5 L 


Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and 
| | Mr, Francis. „ 


' Fort William, November cp ow 
_ 1-4 GeneRAL Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and 
Mr. Francis, lay before che Council the follow- 
+ ing Addreſs to the Court of Directors, which 
N they had drawn up in the ſhape of a Letter, and 
which 
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. which they defitt may be upon record a8 
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Ir touches thenif with the pls concert, to ee. 
© that things are reduced to fo unfottunite à firu-"" 
© ation, that a julkification of their conduct mut 
* of neceſſity carry with it, and ean only be ſup- 
« ported by a'ftrong and deliberate cenſure of xhe 

preceding adminiſtration. They would not have 
« ſacrificed, as they have done, their ow] n Happi- 
a neſs and peace of mind, td ſo painful and dat 
borious a diſcuſſion, if they had mot been h 
rig convinced, tliat the queſtions agitated in 
© the following addreſs to the Court of Diredorsy: 
affect the very vitals of this ſtate, and batg 
5 ſooner or later, they muſt be the” fubje& ofba⸗ 
: : ſevere «OUCH Ph Had e 18120 
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Tur wide of theſe papers, as the apprehend. 
© muſt, in obedience to the Act of Parliameatꝗ he 
tranſmitted by the Court of Directors to on 
4 * N Majeſty" 8 OP 4s Secretaries! of State. 
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Tu above Letter was ſent home to the Chir 


gf n and to the Miniſtry, as a kind of de- 
claration 
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clatgtion of war aginft.the Governor. Gengral, and, 
the whole of the former adminiſtration. 619% it. 
they declare, that there was no way to vindicate ' 


themſelves, (though gin , tbe; gayerament bug: a 
manch] but, þy,,a. painted condemnation. of their 
ptedegeſſars and colleagues in the goyeroment, , 
Volumes of charges were collected and e 
in-every. ſhip, but not one fingle proof could. 
found. Seven years aſterwards, their bold aſter: , 
tions are once more obtruded.on the world ; in ano: . 
nymous-pamphlets; lying travels, and in references > 
to reports for evidence, which, on examination, 
contain no evidence, but ſuch as convinces every 
honeſt man of its abſurdity. The prejudices raiſed 
againſt the Indians, by the Reports of the Secret 
and: Select Committees in 1773, encouraged, Ger 
neral Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr, Philip . 
Francis, to commence the attack againſt the Go- 
 vernor:General. at Bengal, in 1774; an 
ſuppoted crimes of Six Thomas Rumbold ang his> 
brechrea at Madtaſs, furniſh a plea for rallying- 
the ſcatteret forces of the party to begin the, game» 
anew. 2 and they ſet out with the following para- 
graphs in the ferbnd Report of the Select Com- 
mittee,” ſaid, Sir, to have been drawn up by your- 
ſelf, as. penman for the Committee, who kindly 
undertook to prepare the information neceſſary 
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+$ Taz, circumſtance which brings this omiſſion 
home to the point at preſent under the obſerva- 
* tion of your Committee, is this, that the Rajah, 
© thus denied a reſpite, was, at the very time of 
* his apprehenſion, under the protection of the 
© Council, in the midſt. of his evidence againſt: 
© Mr. Haſtings, the Governor General, on a charge 
of peculation and abuſe of his a0 in ne 

8 age from the hat ive. 19 
eee received it in evidence, 
© that this trial and execution was looked upon by 
many of the natives as political; nor does the 
Committee conceive it poſſible, that, combining 
© all the circumſtances together, they ſhould., look 
* upon it in the light of a common judicial pro- 
5 ceeding, but muſt regard it as a politic mea- 
© ſure, the tendency of which is, to make the na- 
tives feel the extreme hazard of accuſing, or even 
giving evidence of corrupt practices againſt any 
© Britiſh ſubject in ſtation, even though ſupported 
© by other Britiſh ſubjects of equal rank and au» 
* thority, It will be rather a mockery. than a re- 
lief to the natives, to ſee channels of juſtice 
© opened to them, at their great charge, both in 
the inſtitution and in the uſe, and theſe appeals, 
« ſtill more expenlive, carefully provided for them, 
* when, at the ſame time, practices are counte- 
nanced, which render the relort to thoſe remedies 
far 


SEW) 
far more dangerous, than a patient endurance of 
oppreſſion under which they may labour. 
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Ho extremely unlucky you have been in your 
references back to your firſt Report, for evidence 
to ſupport your concluſions in your ſecond, I have 
ſhe wn ſo plainly in my Second Letter to you on 
that ſubject, that it has induced you onee more | 
to change your ground. Unwilling to give up | 
your favourite idea, that the greateſt villain the 2 
world ever ſaw, was put to death unjuſt ly, you 
have called up Mr. Goring, a man whoſe whole 9 
tenor of conduct hath branded his name with ſuch 
a degree of infamy, that no length of time can pal- | 
late or waſh it ou. 
Ms. Charles Gering went out a writer in the 
Eaſt India Company's ſervice to Bengal, in 1763. 
He was, ſoon after his arrival, employed at a 
factory near Coſſimbuzar, to provide raw ſilk for 
the Company. During the time of his reſidence 
in that ſtation, heavy complaints were made of 
the ſufferings and hardſhips under which the Com- 

ä ö ſilk-winders groaned in ſome parts of the 
kingdom: moſt diſmal ſtories were propagated, 
not only in Calcutta, but alſo in this country, 
tending to prove, that numbers of the filk- 
winders had left Bengal, rather than work longer 

at Rungpoor Beauliauh and Malda, two of the 
Company's ſilk factories. Some of the poor 
1 Vretches 
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1 ſaid to have qu off their — 
and thereby diſabled themſelves from being an 
longer enrolled on the liſt of the Do 
. filk-winders, This raiſed ſo general a deteſtation 
againſt the authors of ſuch. inhuman cruelty, that 
nobody would have intercourſe with the perpetra- 
ers. I do not fay who they were; but I know 
that when, Mr, Goring came, down to Calcutta in 
the year 1767, no man of credit or; character in 
Calcutta, would keep company with him. He 
left, the ſettlement, and returned to Europe, with | 
2 very capital fortune, even before his, appren- 
ticeſhip - as a writer was out. I make no, doubt 
but he can account for the means he uſed . to 
obtain ſo large a fortune in, ſo, ſhort. a time. I 
have nothing to do with that; I am only about 
to inform you how he came to turn patriot» 
Qualified you, Sir, no doubt, will admit him to 
be, even from the above ish of his character 
only: But hear further. id ni gd yd SDR 
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Ms. Gering returned to India ind the we 
of 1773, or beginning of 1774. and trolled. about 
Calcutta like a foreigner amongſt his own;country- 

men, for nobody would know. him ou will 
gueſs the cauſe without my help - And you 
know, Sir, that revolutions in government change 
the face of affairs ſo completely that (to uſe a 
homely proverb) every dog Bas his. day. The plan 
N eration * by General Clavering, Colo- 
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nel Mo, and Mr. " Fraitis, Tuited endet) with 
th&ralehits and printipes of Mr. Goring, and he 

240 W e pdspeden ah impottane ation of truſt 
and Confidence; to WHICH his genius was in à Pe- 
culiar manner excellently adapted. Some few 
difficulties "arofe" in the  erigntite;” Few men 
Would hold converſe with this wortliy man, ate 
yet fewer be ſeen or known to ack wick hit. 
Ir he was bid to à convivial meal, at the Houſe of 
ohe of his 'Botourable "employers, the party Was 
ſmall indeed; for even men who, on Hmilar prin- 
ciples, wiſhed well to the cauſe, would go without 
à dinner, rather than foul a plate in company 
witk him. And this general diſguſt to the man, 
produted ſome curious ſituations at the great mens 
boules, inſomuch, that when they wiſhed to bene“ 
fit from his intelligence, or enjoy his company, it 
was iti the fete Aetete way; for the leaft creditable 
of their other friends, thought themſelves di. 
n by being in his company viae 


D21WHEN his diſpatehes were ready, to the Nabbob's 
pilice} at the city, he went, armed with powers, 
ſuck as uo honeſt pritteiple bf action could juftify 
the piving. But the Majority had committed 
thimſehies too deeply to retreat? A man thore 
proper for the Exebuttion of ſuch diabolichf orders, 
vad not to be found mn the Company J Nivel 
Ela ber Grand, one bf the Commiffiohers eff. 
pibjed as edle en pages as Mr: Goering 
might 
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might ſeize by violence, had yet ſo much ſenſe 
of feeling left, as to refuſe to be joined in the 
commiſſion with him: and that univerſal reluc- 
tance which all men ſhewed to act in any tnan- 
ner or ſhape: with ſuch a man, induced the ne- 
cCeſſity of a double commiſſion, ohe to nn 
re and moet to examine Shame. Q ene 
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f ho at wy time > when che commiſſion” was 
given to Goring, a diſcovery was made in Cal - 
cutta, that under the direction of the Son. in- Lato 
10 Rajah Nundcomar, à conſpiraey was formed 
againſt two or three of the members of the for- 
mer adminiſtration, which was afterwards proved 
againſt him and aſſociates, in open court. Tet, 
at this trial, the whoie Majority of the civil go- 
vernment appeared to claim the privilege of an 
Ambaſſador for one of the culprits. An Ambaf- 
ſador from the Nabab Mah Barict ut Doulab, at 
Coſſimbuzar, to the Repreſentatives of the Euſt 
India Company in Calcutta; yet, at the very 
ſame inſtant of time, thoſe very [Repreſentatives 
(the Majority) had given to Mr. Goring' à cdtn- 
miſſion to enter the ſecret apartments of that very 
NMNuabob, nut with a general warrant; but with a mi- 
litary force, and ſeize on all the ſtate papers of 
this Sovereign, whom the Majority were endea- 
vouring to ptove, in the King's Court of Judica- 
ture at Calcutta, to be an Independent Prince. 
With what ſtrength of argument, honeſt prin- 

ciple 


ciple;of action, or e er 1 Gall 
leave you, Sir, to determine. | 
fot nene Ter PDR) 1 
Ma. Goring. Weed! to execute his ae 
with, a violence and inhumanity, which confirmed 
every man in Bengal, in their opinion of his true 
ſtamp of character. All the Nabob's papers were 
ſeized: his Mother, the Regent of the Kingdom, 
during the minority of this great and independent 
Prince, was treated with a degree of ſeverity, which 
only ſuch a man as the Commiſſioner: could be 
capable of executing. There are certain lines of 
rectitude which are never croſſed by man or wo- 
man, whilſt, even the appearance of honour or vir- 
tue is left them; that line once paſſed, no wild 
beaſt of the foreſt can equal man or woman in 
their barbarous treatment of one another. Reli- 
gion, laws, and cuſtoms, no longer bind the viola- 
tor; hether Jew, Chriſtian, Turk, or Infidel,” by 
profeſſion: the ſavage man appears in all his de- 
viliſh and corrupt deformity. No intreaties, ino 
prayers, no regard to rank, to age, to ſex, had 
any influence on the mind of our well choſen 
agent. The Nabob's Mother, though Regent of 
the Kingdom by the Eaſt India Company's own 
appointment, was driven out of her on palace, 
no place ſo, ſacred. but what was ranſacked, and 
every. indulgence refuſed her, except ſne would 
perjure herſelf, in giving falſe ere ur 


"m nor, General of Bengal. ihe * 7 
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A — might Ane away, bur to ſub- 
mit them to the inſpection of Meſſrs. Auderſon, 
them for matters of crimination againſt the Go- 
vernor General, or any of the members of the 
former adminiſtration. The reſult of their en- 
quiries you ſhall ſee preſently. I ſhall firſt perch 
this new evidence of the mmm. e 
e 
" Bzrore Mr. Boring returned to Cadet 'Co- 
lonel Monſon (who had become very much 
aſhamed of ſome violences which the ſpirit of 
party had hurried them into) had been let into 
the real character of their Coffimbuzar Commiſ- 
ſioner, and in conſequence received him very 
cooly. In ſhort, he diſcouraged him ſo very 
much, that he never dared to produce the pa - 
pers which he had, contary to orders, brought 
away with him from the Begum's houſe; and 
this, Sir, you may depend on it, was the real rea- 
ſon of his having ſecreted them. The Select Com- 
mittee having outrun themſelves a little, (by whoſe 
fault you beſt know,) and more evidence being 
wanting to keep up the cry againſt the Governor 
General, until certain poutical arrangements ſhould 
- rake place, induced your friend, the Bengal Cutch- 
erry Hero, to ſend for Mr. Goring, and he pro- 
"duced the Boneſtly procured papers. I he means he 
- uſed to come ar them, and the purpoſe to which 


029) 

babe to apply them, made his friends, the 
Majority, ſo much aſhamed of him, that he was 
avoided at Bengal like à peſt. Whenever he 
dame into any houſe at Calcutta, every ſtranger, 
man and woman, inſtantly got up and left the 
that he found it neceſſary to feign ſickneſs, and 
g to Madraſs, from whence he, and two more of 
the gang; proceeded to Europe. Such, Sir, is a 
conciſe account of the hiſtory and character of 
the man, to whom you have applied e e 
OI evidence of. nn Corte. 


ants, ſo-very. ford of: good A 
— — that I propoſe to publiſn my three 
Ltters to you by ſubſcription, to raiſe a ſum to 
give to Sir Joſhua Reynolds, to draw me an oval 
; tables and fill it with the portraits of ſome great 
af Imirers of Governor General Haſtings. Now, 
Sir, as you are beyond all compariſon the firſt in 
dignity, and in patriotic character, I would aſk the 
Favour of you to ſet at one end of the table; nor 
will General Richard Smith take it ill, that I ſhould 
place him at the other. I ſhould leave you to de- 
termine amongſt yourſelves, which ſhould be 
called che head, or Chairman's. end. On your 
right hand l would place Mr. Caring. as the firſt 


and beſt evidence; and as Mr. Mucinteſh, the 
E Author of Travels in Europe, . Aſia; and Africa, 
is your next beſt hand, and ſuits the other in looks 
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and complexign, would; place him 2 10 
Mr. Gem Mr. C. M Rous next to Goring 
on the right, and he ſhould be confronted with 
Mr. Farrer, the lawyer, on the left two better 
center; figures could not eaſily he found for ſuch a 
group; Sir Joſhua would help a little; the com. 
plexion of the laſt: then comes Maſter Pbilip 
Francis; the complexional tint of this: laſt gentle: 
man's viſage, will agree very well with ther ho · 
nourable and worthy General's. There are va- 

rious orders of knights and eſquires, ſuch as thoſe 
of Malta, the round table, knights of the poſt, &c. 
ſo likewiſe we hear of the ſeven wonders of the 
world, ſeven wiſe men of Greece, ſeven plagues | 
of. Egypt, &c.. but to me it has been left to fur- 
niſn out an oval table, at which to accommodate 
ſeven illuſtrious Patriots, who can, with the moſt 
trivolous, ridiculous, and fallacious ſtories, enter: 
tai a Whole, nation for a wee 4 » balfc:t68 
gether, 
01 Ss n nity ig... wo ngo Das 2tword 
IL upgn doubt whether there is to 2 met with; 
an original manuſeript Bengal Durbar account; 
written in the true Schanſerit character, in Any. 
one of our famous libraries, or other depolisgries 
of ,learning..; This of Goring's, if acceptedras ge- 
nuine by a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
muſt, on that account alone, have become very 
valuable, and qught, in houour to the man, (Who, 
aſſiſted by a military force, ſtole it out of the pa- 
lace 
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hace of the Nabob of Bengal, from amongſt the 
. archieves of xhe illuſtrious family of  Jaffier Ally 
Cawn, which Prince can be proved to have de- 
ſeended from Adam,) to be depoſited in the Bod 
leian Library at Oxford. I have already left by 
my will, the original picture of the ſeven Patriots 
to the ſame univerſity. During my exiſtence, it 
ſhall be hung up in the —_— Verne 
chamber at mn ener ii 
RV AB JIN 1 . 4M. 0p > A: 
As to common ade accounts, chere are dme 
very good originals which have been preſented to 
the public. I ſhall, however, trouble you, Sir; 
with one more. It was ſent to me by a gentle- 
man who reſided at the city, (that is; Coſſimbuzar] 
or Moorſhadabad, the ſeat of the Nabob, at the 


time the three Commiſſioners, Maxwell, Anderſon, 
and Grant, went up to examine ſuch papers as 


Commiſſioner Corimg might lay violent hands on; 
when he diſpoſſeſſed the Regent Mother of her 
houſe and property, by an order from the Majo- 
rity It came to me Juſt 1 in the form I now give 
ie tocyon. But H cannot Tay that 1 value my ſeif 
much on being poſſrſſed of the original, becauſe 
inithe records of former Committees of the Houle 
of Commons, are to be met with ſome ſtil} more 
original, and better authenticated. The follow- 
ing Siri have extracted from the eighth Report 
of the) Secret Committee of the Houſe of Coma 

* 9d: 10 HC 10 2 (izilim 2 4 mons, 


Re 48 
* $34 


.. Q . 2 ra 
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( us ) 
mons, ſitting at Weſtminſter in 1778. pages ; 
139, 146," and _ "ice URN $187 


{3 "5 — * „in *, A, þ 4 8 7 a 


Fort William, e oi, 2769 


At a Conſultation ; ' PRESENT, 


John Cartier, Eſq. Prefident.. Thomas Rumbold, 
Brigadier General Smith, Charles Floyer, 
GAYE _— | n 3 3 


"IL 1 z - þ. of L U 


IJ 1 (rde Governor dipole, - 


e K 
Srxznal Smith delivers in, an account of 
his _—_ ſince he has had the command of 
the ar cents I LI" \ 1244 "I 


OnnkERRED, That they be entered after the con- 
ſultation, and that the OY Paymaſter GH | 


pay the balance. Jar 
9 18 ; ” N * 1 7 11 9 10015 30 
ST. AT, EMENT of Ca5H received and dye,” from 
Aiig A 
the honourable Company. 1 
To difburſe-" 5 ündste R 
bills of, de- $994 . ceived from 
liveredto the 7 _,__ the Paymaſ- 
Board. Sont . Si, 57! "0! cerntdided iP 
' Rupees - 3, 5% % ||. , brigade - $5,500 ( 
| Batta, 


wg, 
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E FICT At; innit 7% 1 unit PIOML 
Brought forward une 00 | $51500 « 0 . 
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Batta, at 11 per 4768. 
cent. 2486 10 6 Jon, Ditto, ditto 55,500 © © 


19; Sept. Ditto, ditto 11,700 o o 
{+ 

July. Ditto, ditto 70,000 o © 

Oct. Ditto, ditto 51,300 © © 

' od {£000 J N . o FF PETELIAS W575 #7) © 

14 ey” | 5 27 502000 o © 

ae 36,105 10 6 

þÞ e256 11, ata 5 OS 
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Fort William, Nov. 9: 1 565. 
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1766. 3 ; '+ SHE 477 13 (807 
October. Nazir to the king - - - 816 
no, baue dee Nen ISA 
April. To Alba Raja Bol. 
wand Sing. 
An elephant 300 . 
. and dreſs r, 06 ö 
671% | — . 4,900 
May. Na to the King raed 
e for myſelf and ſuite — 


The 


P —— CTY 


June. 


„„ 


6349 
The Nabob Vizier Su- 
jah ul Dowlab, at 
Allahabad. "AY 
Five horſes + 3.000 
An elephant 370⁰⁰ 
Nine trays of * | 


gold cloth, j 


ec. & . * 
A culay and Epen 2,500 


The Shah Zadah, 

- King's Son, on "his" 
paying me a viſit. : 

Nazis 22 - "5336, 

Five horſes -* > 2,800 


MMine trays of kincobs, 


aps. el 


gold cloth, &c. 2, 400 
A culzy and ſerpeach 1,800 


3 Dol 


Preſents to his Ma- 


jeſty Shah Allum, 

on his honouring ” 

me with. a viſt, 
Nazide 7950; 2201 1,616 


A rich muſical 12 0 1,944 
Seven horſes as glg 
An elephant 3,000 


Eleven trays of Kin- , - 
cabs, gold and fil. I 


10,909 
A i335 7 


7,330 


10,460 


J uly. 
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hos. 1 Ern 


al 1 21 


ver 0 dane, T: 


Goch. &c. - 22945 


A culzy and ferpeach 2,700 


278 N 16,105 


Narr — che King at 


2 the coronation feaſt N 4” - $16 


Ditto on the birth Mie 
à Prince = 3 


Preſents to he . 5 | 2 
Vizier, on my viſit- 10 
ing him at Fyzabad. 


Ap elephant, - 3.00 


Five horſes 3500 
Embroidered ſumpter 5 
cloths, gilt bridles, 
ſaddles, and furni- 
ture 200 
A rich muſical clock 1,944 
Nine trays of kincobs, . 
gold and filyer.,, 
cloths, ſhauls, and 


b , Spe gli, At 2,600 
A culzy and ſerpeach 2,400 


-»'*- #1 5 . Sa 


Preſents to the Viziers | —_— 
Son, Nabob Miz: - 


{3775 DW eco. 


Arijanny: 


—ä—— —u— — 


Five 


6 367); 
Five trays of kineobs, 
- gold cloths, ſnauk,, 


&c. & el 361 0g 4330 19% 


| Fuzees, piſtols globes 10: 

velvets, pictures & ec 2,000 
5. % (E. 4 278 20 1 — 
Preſents to the Na- 


bob _—_—_ wy Use 


<> — 
— 


Preſents to _ 8. 54 
tal Ry. 2 

Five trays of _— 
ſhauls, & c. 15,2 * 


A _ and eue 11,000 


Ditto to Ams Raja 
Bulwand Sing 
A dreſs and ſerpeach 4 
Preſents to Nabooyp 
Nudiff Caen, and 
Aſha” Rajah - Agit 
Sing, the ſons of 
Munir vul-Dowlah /' 
and Sittabroy, and 
to the ſons of Na- 
bob Afez Rhemut, 


U 


35370 | 


2,145 


2,256 


919 


one 


6 
ect de 


Cha e L102 5. 4.975 
December. Nazirs to * Bag 2 


for ſelf and ſoite een e $816 
Zaadah, on his pay- 
ing me a viſit. Kann 
Nazirs Y i 565 
Five trays of kincobs,. | 
ſhauls; c. 1,660 
Three horſes 1, 500 
F ire urg fixes, e- 744 
I = a 
| Preſence to Nabob 
Mogul Allee, bro- 
ther to Nizam Al- 
G — bat vie A 
Date. fave trays of . 
ſhauls, & c. 1,330 
Fuzee and ee 300 
2 0 4 PREP 1 1,650 
c Mani . 3 | ; ö 
; on:the feaſt of Ede: - ws | ö 
Preſents to the Nat. | 
| bob Vier Sujah:” 
ul Dowl aht. | 3 
Nine trays of linedbs; | 
ſhauls, 1 
fn NO 


C1 


A culzy 


April. 


June. 


„ K 
Brought forward 2, 6⁰⁰ 
A culzy and 1951 25000 


Hy 


* in cope 5 28711 3000 


> 8 3 TI. of? 7014. 7, 600 


Preſents to the Na 134 


bobMinirvulDow-"*! 


OO ah, U rao i9l Ang aint 
Two large luſtres = 
Four pieces of enibroi- 


dered {ilk «k- 1,320 Fs 
One p ce of Europe _ Ny 5 
der tive 4 
r nd prints W n 
y | —— 2,995 
W to the King 15410 
on the feaſt er 10 £5: 0 
Naroſe * . 5 40 3816 
Preſents 20 AlbaRajah 24 mont 
Agit Sing. 10 313 Selz G3 ,QOFE 
A horſe. — '- 700 ,00\1 
Fuzee and piſtols - 450 
Serpeach /; :./ - = £00 
| — 
Preſents to the Nabob 6111 401555 
Ahmet Cawn, Biſ- 
wach Chief of the 
Patna tribe. 


Europe broad cloth 975 


Fuzees, piſtols, and 


| teleſcopes = 610 
— 1,585 


Preſents 
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"Preſents to the ſons of 

Munir vul Dowlah 
6 and Sittabroy, Kc. A 
Of cloth, ſhauls, &c. 850 
Preſents to Alha Ra- 
| Jah Bulwand Sing. | 
A dreſs and ſerpeach 990 
A- ſtate palanquin - - 4,000 
A ftate howdah for 
my elephant 3.980 
Durbar charges, including pre- 

ſents to the vakeels, to the 

King's houſhold ſervants, to 
the ſervants. of the Vizier, and + 

other omrahs, and the ex- K 
pences of my decan, at 600 
Rs. per month, 36 months, 

from the iſt of September, 

1766, to the 1ſt of 8 85 

1769. O00 2 _ - Cie?” 21,600 


Sont — 1,24, 606 


„Calcutta, — 
Sept. 11th, 1769. E. E. d 
«lis b 

(Sgred) RICHARD SMITH. 

> {FH nab 164010 70 
= bas - alofting., eU | 
GS 4 298001512 The 

| Gs 


C 7 * 
6 2 FIR, -» 
DEN "The Hdnicurlble Cor 1. 
x 4 F. 
21 n n 10,0. Hl v4 


To my table expences * my eon lion¹⁰õ 

command of the army, and as 
been in Chief, Fame Pai x 108 

1ſt of Auguſt, 1766, tom th 

oft of Auguſt, 176g, at a me- „ 07 
dium, amounting to 6,200 a 
rupees per month, for 1 33 
months OO bs be Sont Rypees 1:87,200 
* "Calcutta, 1 Fn E. HR | 


e hs ts. (Signed) ERHARD 6 nur 
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'T nope that General Richtrd Smith will ex- 
viſe my introdueing the above paper juſt at this 
patticular ſancture. Nay, I expect that he will 
thank me for it. To à man who Has taken uch 


4 


uncommon pains to ſerve the public, much is due: 


and to ſhew my high regard tõ the virtues and 
abilities of ſo famous a patriot, I have im hand 
a hiftory-of the GeneraPs life; which I prõpoſt to 
compare wick that of Mr. Haſtings; the balance 
of merit and diſintereſted ſervices; will ho dòudt 
be greatly in favour of the former, and convince 
the Eaſt India Company how neceſſury it is for 
them to recall the latter; to make toom. for the 
General Indeed, I know! but one man in the 
kingdom, Who deſerves the government of Bengal 
better than the General, and that is the Right 
8 Hon. Edmund Burke, Eſq. but he is better em- 
a ployed 


( 48) 
ployed. As for Mr, Philip Francis, Lwould ad- 
viſe him to accept of the ſtation of ſecond - in the 
Council General. He muſt by this tire be con- 
vinced, that it was a very fooliſh and petulant act, 
' if not a kind of deſertion of the cauſe, his giving 
up the chaſe in the manner he did. Mr. C. . B. 
Rouſe will make an excellent third member of the 
Council; Charley Goring, Eſq. an unexceptionable 
fourth; and my parboiled' friend, Sawney Mon/icur 
Couſin Macintoſb, the fifth. Thus have I diſpoſed 
of my whole group of worthies, and that in ſuch a 
manner, as muſt ſatisfy all parties, except one 
da d old grumbling fellow, bat there Captain 
Price; nothing will ſatisfy that avaricious wretch z 
though he has been thirty years plundering the 
poor Indians, and is now, it is well known, very 
near as rich as that Aſiatic Crœſus, Governor Haſ- 
tings, he yet wants to go back again, to have the 
other pluck at them: however, we have him faſt; 
and my patriots will not ſoon. forget his Remarks 
and Qbſcryazians,, on}. their... hqnourable.. brother 
member, Couſin, Magintoſh's Travels. in — 
Aſia, and Africa. 1 often bas lit to 
261vn09 bas tot sd to move! ni yiigerg 9d 
_ .o{ GryzratClaveringy Colonsl Monſon; and Mr. 
Francis, were {ai clated with. the; hopes of what 
Goring: would find in, the Nabob;s palace, to fix 
{ cxriminglizy;00,.a0d, geſkrop, the «charters. of Mr: 
Haſtings, chat chey continued do Vxite the maſt 


infamous aries. * the. —— 
(olg c 


ch - 
ions 


( 42 } 
the Miniſtry, defiting them to have patience, ind 
they would furniſh them with! the moſt damning 
proofs of his avarice and peculation. In the in- 
terim, to keep up their ſpirits, the following af: 


ſertions were tranſmitted, to prepare their minds 


to reteive any the moſt diabolical accounts, which 
ſuch a man as Mr. Goring could collect. In 
three different months preceding the laſt diſpateh 
in April, 775. the following extracts were "lone 
home. 1) 3c 330k tis gourd I 12609 Norm 43998 
er hit EmtreRy:: . 201 NI nud 
Tur Borten of the period which has elapſed 


fince we took upon us the government of yobr 
© affairs, has not left room for mary external O. 


© currences; you will. however, find that our 
© confulcations have not been unfrequent, and that 
< the reſolutions in them, we are ſorry to #ay © 3 


have fiot been formed in that harmony „ Wich! 


* was equally the object Ply Gui HRM ol. and 


our wiſhes; could it have bert indttirathet?' kon- 


«© filtent with the duty we owe to yon, and bur 
© own characters, in aſſerting the opinions which 


„ ee err enen z "On 


d ehre adi bes Hub 


| bead: u Secundus Zul. . 510% 
Tux Court of Directors are already ſufficientiy 


1 insorsded. at what time, and from v at Tall. 


* we found ourſelves obliged to reli-quiſh our 
y earlicſt opinions in Mr  Haſtings's tvour, and 


to adopt others diamecricall) oppoſite to them. 
We 


{t4a3) 
We now beg leave to go a little farther that we 
d have yet done, in the 1 | 
ments on this ſuhject . Bu 9%16vs „ to” ztoo0%9 
Is gazwolfot offs aviiig! 101 qu 4354 07 in 
hart 41503 S160 Third Extra, 641 9579 220119! 
Turk, however, will, we doubt not, ere 
long, find its way to the public view; and if we 
have any apprehenſion for the conſequence of 
our enquiries, it is not of being unable to prove 
© even more than we have advanced, or ſuggeſted, 
© but leaſt the general ſtate of this country, ſhould 
* appear to be ſuch, as may alarm the Company 
* and the Nation, for the eee and B 
* „ih of Bengal, &c. 


—_ i #4 4 
178 5 1 


e HIS Fourth Extract. 


= " Ronnie finding himſelf Gun or dic 
| appointed, by the Governor General, ſoon made 
| {uſe of the means which his intimacy, with the 
Governor had put into his power to gratify his 
< reſentment. Whatever might have been his mo- 
j tives, his diſcoveries have thrown. a clear light 
upon the honourable Governor General's con- 
duct, and the means he had taken of mak ing 
© the very large fortune he is ſaid to poſſeſs, of 


* upwards of forty lacks of rupees, which he muy 
© haye gran th nn gf two eas and a half. 


100 aß 15 ö 55 i 2 4. cLavinine” 
as ann 2 on butt 4 GEO. MONSON. | 


fob of i cke een FRANCIS,” * | 
"TM SET Tug 


01. 10 


eee e as oy cen e no 
mers. EASE) 25 1H A CB ment goon uns © 


| Firſt. 

wh Felt zy in all cheir repeated. attacks, pon we, 
my adverſaries haye gegourſe to the charge of 
3 rapacity, a charge of all others the mo 
from my nature. I. do, not aſſert tin en che 
empty credit of ſelf preſumption; n. ther 
neral character, circumltances, nor. gongudt 
in life, before my appointment , xo this govern- 


© ment, are unknown to, many ot. your hong able 
Court; and a flight review of meaſures fince 


© that period, will manifeſt how little they have 
e be, e b in 


tere NY 
Bt MOTT 423 FUG» 2400 E as cet 14 S OTE 
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Liytrigu m a6 — — 
ene ee a with the proffers 

< of many lacks. Prompted equally by ambition, 

« hatred to Bridjoo Kiſhore No und the rage of 
former / diſappointment, ſhe: way: prepared ti ae 

agreed to any conditions that weuſd enſure her a 
victory over het enemy: but it will appear rom 
3 er on this ſub- 
| A else Bas 


tas ) 
jet, that her ſolicitation ſerved only tui iticite ms. 
to as inſtant oonoluſion of the diſpute; by a full 
$* and eſfactual confirmation of the decree which 
5 had been paſſed upon it in the preceding ad- 


— 


„ Third. | 

'* perſecuted; Þ am not even charged with ſingle 
'* inſtanee of oppreſſion, except in the grant of the - 
© Purgatinah of Baharbund, which I have already 

+ explained : there cannot; I think, be a ſtronget 
© pidac that Sy condett in this raped 2 dot 


— n 
ft : 
my 4 n 3 Fourth: 


* 2170 what . the violehes of my abet. 
fſities, which has been progreſſively improvening 
© (6 this time, will be carried, when the laſt dif- 
+ patches of this ſeaſon will have left no means of 
» | © Faſter ippeats; T can only cotje&urs, 
bn, ' WARREN Aae 


bon zi dus 
einn n e 5 Bas 
* mm - "AI General's ion 
. of has the Majority, had done. and were about 
to do even befare Mr. Goring ſet out for the city 
wich full powers to ſeize on papers by violence, 
or force eyidence, hy brutal and appreſſiye uſage 
1 the Nabob and his Mother, the Queen Dowa- 
| H ger 


| the Kingdom, Pray. m dear 
250 Right Hanourable:Sir, Jook in Mr Goring's 
facegand tell me. Would you entruſtſa man with 
uch a ſuſpicjous and lowering (brow, with ſuch 
powers, to enter the palace of an innocent Prince 
1 helpleſs, Princeſs ?/ If. Jaw, would not, why 
any papers be can Produce. Po has be cells 
, truth, when, he owns that he ſtole them out of the 
- Nabob's palace, but ſecreted them from the Ma- 
105 of government (who expreſsly employed 
him for the purpoſe of ſeizing of them) becauſe it 
would have expoſed, him to the odium of the hole 
ſettlement? Believe me, Sir, he judged right; 
the whole of the inhabitants of Bengal, held the 
character of the man in ſuch utter abhorrence, and 
1s conduct in ſuch. dereſtation, that he had no- 
hing lets, for i it, but to. ſecrete whatever he had 
|purloined, in the palace of the. Nabob, and hauſe 
.95 bis Mocger, the. Princeſs Regent, and ſteal with 
it out of the country in the, beſt manner, he Id. 
Nor muſt you, Sit, take i it ill, whillt.you. continue 
to countenance ſuch W to find your name 
liaked with theirs,” ts TOO Fo 


1 G1 r Fi vel I 
0 Hows papers rs he did refer ro the Commiſſioners, 
"and. they made their report in due form. Per- 
haps, Sir, you are now raiſed ſo high, as to con- 
| tern the pajery politieks of an Eaſt India Pro- 
| Priexor, a and wil not, topgh. H was to. fk. it of 
as 2 you, 


\ (491 5 


5 
Far. forthe reſult. But notwithſtanding tllat 
feu way hive" caught the lurge ſpotted" Id you 
"wanted; Getieral Smith bath not yet been ſo lucky. 
Send him to examine the contents · But for fear 
chiat fleither of you mould g, 1 will (to oblige 
ſome very "worthy and difintereſtetdl men, who' 


have drawn ſotme information from my Forkhbr: Let- 


ters td you, and will read th s with confidence) 
Sire you the account Which was tranſmitted from 
Moorſhadabad to me, of the proceedings of that 
1 gs thi Om_ e eee of ain is l- 
my board Wapaksiet It was A me from the 
city, erh os SE 1h PAM: 
DIAG. 2 e [LRN 9308 540» 
Ao this numerous Aeby 0 the Ma: 
b 'Kjofity to rod the Governor General of his good 
Thames, the following is à remarkable one. A 
r charge was brought by one Nonut Roy, and Mr: 
James Grant, againſt the Begum Regent, of an 
embeezlemeht of a ſum, amounting to Rs. 
9567,69 3 . Fg 62. and of a further ſum un- 
© accounted for, of Rs. 2,69.563.: 15, which the 
C Majority were in hopes might be made to falt 
-6bliquely” on the Governor General. In their 
hopes ten catched at this "information 
2 oy and Mr. Grant. The former was 
2 worthllefs/writet of the Nabob%' houſhold, and 
= cle ati aſſiſtant to the Moorthadabad Coun- 
H 2 t cil; 


und examine tileir record ut the Inde 


— 


Ch 
IONS 


_ © be relied on, and without . 


0% ) 
el. Without attending eier to the in 121 6 


1 
O! 15 


„Nonot Roy's character, or the 'untikeHk: 
Mr. Grant's obtaining ſuch information as co 


* probab; lry..of : any one 
Juſtify them in deemitg the. charge 


9 tun belief, they admitted i it 815 Fara Fn 


21902 


« their records, and immediately care to the re- 
. * ſoucion, « of appointing Mr. Charles Ge ring to 
on all the Nabob's houſhold | papers and 
Asche, trom the year of 1 764; of difmif- 
"key the Begum Regent; of raiſing, Rajah Goor- 
das, the for: of Nundcomar, to the di: gnity of 
CE as the Nabob; and of appointing 's 
c . commiſſion of Meffrs. Maxwell, Anderion, ard 
c Grant, to receive and examine the | Papers 2 
ö be delivered t to them by Me: Go ring ; and 
do alfſt tem therein, they hed an eee 
0 oo writers formed, the principal of which w Wag 


Ne buon Rax, one ol the i fc * ants. 3 7 {1G . 


"is LF 4 ay © £ 15 0 —_ 188 1 11 OLS 3141 9 


wars men let themſelves vp. for # formers 

90 707 or boaſt of integrity and. honour, they' y Bee 
& particular cafe. that their 20100 corref 7 

«to their profeſſions, c or the world will give oy 

6 lle etedit to their declarations. 8. = > 


my 31090 loud! y exc 012 
injuſhce 5 
15 loudly exc 


© wh fag he OY nn e of mo- 
by) $i * = K cenhes od * Fg 


1903 Ai 51 E wt 07 26 FMT Vie 
2170) tet 505 Ar 0 9959; nad; iw Bio 


-_- 


- 
-h 


45 400 854 13.03 396315 2637: TILA os 
vi | _—_ or Ui cher a 
1705 Neo Ai SiT4 16 p ho 3 4 2 Yo 7. Aal 8 
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Js Wi San pas dupa: 
a Tur N 5 of the Mga General 


J JJ 


£ CM, Mr. Monſon, : and Mr. Francis, have 
22 7 


produced many elaborate performances on theſe 
#1 topics : it is, therefore, but fair to > compare their 
1 722 8. with their avowed principles of aSion, 
at the world. may judge of their pretenſions tq 
9457 0 ng If ic hall be fourid, chat, 
A either biaſed by prejudice,” nor 'Influe > nerd by 
$ 7255 they have ſougkt only. the public 200d; 
*that, guided by Juſtice, they have avoided an 
irtiality; that, When compelled t to at in the 


4 redte q | by equity, nor dared 10 incline 
lance” they have been appointed ie hold," 
Feet m ay, then Join in the pr 8 1 
1 Mou on themſelves ; and their employer ers, i 
the nation, will applaud their uprightnels. ſs,” 


*if, on gs other hand, it ſhall be found, thac ** - 


1 4 5 17 rot * 
Hen iqve, or. private reſentment, | hath Had 4 
il eilt 1800 4 


place in 1 thei councils ; j. that, ſwayed, intereſt 
511 ny A 9132137 2 4 * . 

* * v. Hey ve courte = „ and en- 

118 0W 901,10 Qngiigiong or 
3 N cal umny ; ; that, egardlcls 1 He 

{5 [103 15 31; aL 295) 

Fee have . op bat 


1150 4 * in 181 222 — 5 — 

ds by en exerted where eg only th 
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2 world will then Judge of of the — that ſhould 
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acred cheater of Jud ges, they have been 5 E 
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CT 
ebe paid to their repreſentations, ant f the? tan; * 
formity of their words to theit Aciohs. Bur toe 
© return to the fat c Wat led ine into this gh, * 
$ greſfion, 5120 Dean blochrod e dod 
net 1 0562qTTht o g hon 28W St DnAYyO; * 
0 l the bare Nabe se ef Nis Grant) ſup 
ported only by this worthleſs. writer, Nonut Roy, 
did the gentlemen of the Majority inftantly dig. 
e mils the: Begum Regent of the high office ffir 
held under the function of the Court ef B. 
r rectors apprabation, And by this act they co. 
« yerted 4 charge into a crime. They had not 
even the plea of preſumption, for the facility © 
$. with which they admitted the accuſation; for ĩt 
Was not at all likely, that either à writer of xe 
Nabob's houthold; or an aſſiſtant to the Mobi 
„ ſhadabad. Council, ſhould come at any prohabie 
< «Prof: of the Begum's miſconduct. And 
« precipitate. 4 reſolution, can can only be "accolitited' 
« for by 4 report which prevailed; that their aren 
© inforimer, Nundcomar, had told them, the G6 
bo vernor General had received ſeven lacks Of Fu. 
« Pees, when hig appoitited the Begum Regent. 
+ It is certain they had long been labouring to find 
out ſome plea for am enquity ind the Durbar 
0 affairs. Ir * ald an” urgdeübztes Fact, . 
F weder ind: Connell, to remove hid Mather 
£ the Begun and even dictated the terms; f the 


_ 


Jetter to him. I is, alſo. an undauhted fact, 
that Mr. Charlies Goring, the, worthy inſtrument 
made uſe of by. the Majority, c ſeire on the N a- 


#4 4 FF 4, 


« found there was ming to impeach the Gove 
nor Generals honour and integrity, to prevail on 
0 the Begum; both by promiſes and threats, to af-. 
* fix, her-{cal. to a paper, which he himſclt had pre- 
pꝑared, ſpecifying that two lacks of rupees had 
been given to the Governor General. -. This ſaid 
* Mr, Goring, who vas choſen to execute the com- 
mands of the Majority, had but an equivocal | 

character at beſt, except in theſe points, that he 
as entirely devoted to their inclinations, and | 
aud would. ftoop..to the meaneſt offices for the 
fake of money. Let to this confidential gentle 
man an extraordinary latitude of power iC» 
* granted, from a reliance, no doubt, that he 
*;would. only uſe. it properly. He was, directed 
to diſmiſs the Begum and for, fear of. the reſiſt-, 
* ance of a helpleſs; woman, orders were given that. 
* be ſhould he aſiſied with ſuch à military force as 
* ke. might require. He was alſo permitted to re 
move the Begvm, if neceſſary, from her. houſe, 
"8 family, 10 angther plage in the city, at 20 . 
aner from her own; palace. He was . 
* mitzed to, ſciac and confine, any, perſon of the 
*,houſhold, who might, require ſuch ineariments,. Ne- 
t cordiogly, one of Mt. Goring s firſt gls yes to 


n : 1 * ſurround 


Cam). 
+{ervant-andichicf adviſer: Thus ina few: days? 
duns the Begum: Regent of Bengal, precipitated 
o from ithe higheſt of power to the ahyſs of wretch- 
s edneſs; diſgrace and diſmiſſion were in an in- 
< Rant. caſt upon her. Her own feats were dd - 
c ereaſed by thoſe af the women that attended her, 
4 who felt the utmoſt horror from ſuch. a violation 
© of the oriental manners and cuſtoms, and from 
Seeing the palace of their Princeſs; hich uſed to 
be an aſylum of peace and ſecurity, con vetted 
into a ptiſon ſurrounded with: guards. But en 
the Begum was informed of the further power of 
Mr. Goring to remove her from her apartmeimts, 
_ £:defpair overcame her fear, and ſhe veſolmely dev 
F clared, that if ſuch à diſhonour was really in. 
vtended, ſhe would not ſurvive the ſhame of it; 
$ and that both ents . her omen had _—_ 
enge ion Bubis and 
that ſhe. 1 en e berlelf and: them on the 
b comb f her.deceaſed-huſband, Jaffier Ally Caun 
©Undet theſe terrors and apprehenſions," involved 
in and, diſprace, without à friend ot an 
*,adviſer;to. apply, 10, Was, the unhappy Begum 
aüly ſolicited by Mr. Goting for anformations; 
4 bc in oke of whole v vilies'it'was, that Mr. Goritig 
'+.prelented the paper for, her 10 affix her. ſeal, (peci- 
ing that Ms two dae 8 
N Softnet 


[87'S] 
duct have been, (when, under duckeircunitabees,” 
nothing could befturd tu dctufe him of und 
« this ſituation, the Begum could weg, (hielt lic 
factually: did; H Mus acouforths Governef 
© falſely, tell me how to nate the lie appeas at alldift 

*:2ruth, and let me not be detected in the very manner 
dle üer on mined Tomi on: tat o 
110i bas emoflun bas mana isi 28: 1o 7 
on Ae. vi iempotiible. ' abſolutely: to prove chat 
£Nundcomar: did inform the gentlemen of the 
1 the Governor General had received 
itwvendlacks of rupees from the Begum;:and-chat 
— the motive of their conduct on che te 
SHlentorcaſion. But lot tbe facts which chave;itbeeh 
firelated, of their æxtraorqinary re ſolutions af ithe 
eee e 20;Mr::iGorogoxt 
e102 ber a8 230 IShed ioc 1805 _ , 
ee 
. 405 i fen a. Ae thy FP da FER: ne 
— y ing för her t 1 
hneure aug ö —— | 
5 | Sel 208 e, 2 Tec d be Th e 7 
4 nd Wald net return; be Would nde ac un Ger 
deere e \Goringis:6deg; bf. rahutati ett, ant c_ 
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((543)) 
the uſe he made of them, and of the ſeveriiy 
© exerciſed on the Begum, be combined, and, com— 
* pared with ithe mature of the report, and 1nthiok - 
* the: world/in; general will not heſitate to declate, 
that they form an internal conviclion of its truth. 
* as ſtrong as a legal evidence in a courtoof 

juſtice. £ J% fing 5:43 49bmy mid gung? 
yino e10t313091 ne3 jm uoqqn eit 10 yi9itgong * 
Tux next eee circumſtanee in the 
conduct ot the Majority, is their appointing; Na- 
nut Roy, one of the informers, the head writer 
for inſpecting the Perſian accounts / which Mr. 
Goring was to ſeize, and Mr. Grant, the ther 
a informer, to be a member of the commiſſion 


that was to digeſt their accounts, and render them 


iato Engliſn. Let the world judge of the equity 


and juſtice, of ſuffering two men to have any con- 


© cern in the examination of a charge, which they * 
ns penis had mai forth. E e fiowb ? 


* 2 3, 1% fh z&w aff NH noifiis ? 


ating: laſt, ad not leaſt remarkable, part of ahe * 


£ 3 1 of the Majority on this oecaſion, mas * 


© the honour they conferred on Rajah Goorddls, . 
the ſon of Rajah Nundcomar, in appoiniingohim 
to the office of Guardian to the Nabob, in tbe 


room of his Mother the Begum. He was a man 


© of very meaa abilities, and therefore not very + 
capable of inſtructing his Excellency, had ohe 

been inclined to: liſten to him. But what was an 
inſuperable bar to the Ryjah's exereiſing the du: 


be 8 Y ties 


(s 
ties of hi office or the Nabobꝰs profiting by 
them, was his religion. Heis a: Bramin. Nom 


nothing in nature cat be more oppoſitbꝰ in ma 


* gers; principles, and tenets, than a Muſſulman 
and a Gentoo, And a Mahometan een ; 
£ Toots thinks of ſending his ſon into a hogſtye, as 
putting him under the. tuition of a Bramin. The 
+ propriety. of this appointment can therefore only 


5 b& pointed: but by anatber iliuſtrarian. Rajah 


Nundcomar, the father of Goordaſs, war the prin- 


* cipabfriend, favourite, confidant, and informer of 


the Majority. He was unluckily accuſed of A 


* Tonſpiracy - againſt the Governor General; Mr. 
urwell, and Mr. Vanſittart, and had been ap- 
| prehended for a forgery. In theſe: unforcunate * 
© circymſtances,-it was highly neceſſary to ſupport 
him as much as poſſible. His misfortunes and 
« his office; rendered him an object of + their tem- 
$ dereſt regard. They viſited the good man in his 
t affliction, when he was bound over to ſtand a 
pftolecution for the conſpiracy, and frequently 
enquited a after him in his priſon. They che- 
riſhed the ſor for che father's fake; aqꝗꝗthey 


U hoped that the honobrs and dignity vthi chu they 
6 cohferred on the former would reflect 6 ray of * 
comfort on their” dejected favourite. By thus 
? eſpouſing the family intereſt, and ſupporting its 
* dfodping Lorne 'the | ajoriey" anſwered.ryo 

parpoſes ; they ratified theduties/of-triendſhip, ' 
1 _ An When every 


body 
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their friend, fe Kad the prong to e and 
none, tity” thought, would dare to pro Ie ecu 8 
him. It was apparent, from their WOE that 
his cauſe was their cauſe, his ingereſt their inte 
"reſt; and hence they hoped,” thar no one would 
4 preſume to continue their Proſecutions againſt 
their favourite, with that vigour which "vas ne · 
Fecffary to convit hid. They alſo hoped, that by 
th intimidating the uitneſſes which might ober- 
+ wiſe appear againſt him, they ſhould defeat the 
* laws of their country, and ſet their friend once 
more ar liberty, to continue the” infamous, prac⸗ 
üs of his former life, which had been CS 
Sof intrigue, treachery and information. ” This 
* accounts: For the extraotditiary part, "as well i 
tube -extraort inary hondut conferre Lon Raj ajgh 
5 Goordals:” IO Cee 1001990041 10 9189 
"261 bas ien. dim bovis ννiaο˙ 1561107, ? 
* Havino exantined a "abide pos: 
Fault of the Majority, and "their tim Partia "made 
df Gigalty, ic Na ll dar oily ans the Title 


grounds there were for weh 1 iniveltizg in 


{18 


Finn le M Giles ule . 5 S 
220580 5idenobisgny n 306 S19W, Ii U . aighws,® 
been «6a exanit Lee 
Land ateounts deltered fh 40 A tual | 
«da#-Gating, during 3 Whith* ta di 0 
2 of Nonut a deputy 16 f 


againſt f che Begum Regent, ard after en · 
Ar into every artiele of the two ſums which 
was accuſed of having embezeled. or not ac- 


a Be im! fo, there did not appear the ſlighteſt 
* 8 to build the e N e 


_ char e brought, aint yi as 
1958 Governor Genezal i is free of any imputatian 
* chat can 1225 his integrity. « 465448 Sw 

} | 10 wal. 
5 27 wib 8 to make any . ors the 
| vet of the gentlemen of the Majority upon 
this occaſion; 3 vou know that it is exactly of,» 
fa with the reſt of rheir proceedings and it 


22 


1s Fotos rious to every one, that wheneyer they 
© heard of the Governor Geheral's name, the n= 


formation was received with eagerneſs, and the 
6 e | treated with every diſtinctton they 
0 W ; that! to flander. bim 'bath herr 
"ie r (nd and and aim, eyer ſince they reſted the 
180 ernme ; our of his hands ) and this narrative 
will_tutficiently prove, how diligently they evers 

© themſelves es in this voworthy and un ptarranfagle 
© purſuit. If it were not an unpardonable offence. 
750 EE 1 5 gf Mr: Haſtidgs's ,chafifter, 

f with, theirs, I would, call. vnen 
Mr, 3 _ ne eee 


| (138) 
duct, that cam reproach! him"tike this of theirs.” 
Come fourth. thou! virtuous particle” of "us King 
and tell 'the world bur triumvirate enn de this 
£4 wichout:a bluſn. Tell them alſo, thar for your 
£ own part, you have amaſſed u lager fortune in 
three years, than the rapacious Governor Gene- 
ral hath made in three and twenty: and then 
tell them, that you e at their cre- 
dulity n your own FOE" > c 
1 eve. n 21 ; bos n ciain 10 
Ir Mr. Deke PAR one 1 jota of tlie 
als! account, refer him to Captain Joſeph 
Price, the man from whom I had it. „Tor 
friend, Mr. Francis; and others of your” wotthy 
friends, will inform you, that the great critſe of 
ee old — enn truth. 


716100 00 9 
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bb an Engliſhman, am fond of Parlĩa 5 5 
eee been in the habit of revering the inſtſtu- 
tion; but lately I have diſeovered a mighty defect 
in ſome paris of the conduct of their ebthmittècs. 
I wiſh their proceedings to be more fimplified.” "Je 
is well known, that a Committee of the Howe f 
Commons, may ſummon whom they pleife ta give 
them information on any ſubje Whittever dhe the 
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195 * Mr. "ae was ſo elated with: his-extraordinaty pegalbtien 


m a Clerk | in the War-Office, to a ; Sppreme Coyneell 283 ho. 
alt; not no longer think hiwſelfa ee raja oo 58 
Alf the Nis part of a King: n 
Jus A 159104 00 e 29 100 ; F.C 120 37 48 was 
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1 to have inveſtigated, und 
every good man obheys. their; ſummons witha" de- 
ference and reſpect. that is due to a detached body 
ot men from the national Senate. : But it ſome- 
times happens, and it has happened to me; that a 
many may leave them without one particle of re- 
ſpect remaining. When the firſt object of «the 
Houſe is forgotten, and a perſon who may have 
been ſummoned down to Weſtminſter to give his 
opinion on a judicial ſubject, is aſked what regi- 
men js preſcribed at Bengal for perſons infected 
Vith the, Influenza, he a" firſt may be abaſned, but 
15 moſt certainly in the end anſwer, water grutl 
e of rice. Query,! But do not you think 

I6 that the doctor had ſome Particular reaſons fur 
esc ribing in that manner? Did not may 
people declare that it was policy in the doctor 

;* ſo io preſcribe ?? Anſwer. Some people did 
77 ſo; but others thought that it was done - 
& cundem artem. I ſay, Sir, When a man, who 
has ben ſo queſtioned, comes after wards to ob- 
ſerve, that the gentlemen who queſtioned him, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner aſſure the Houſe, that it 
is heir firm, belief, chat the political gruel ordered 
.by he doctor, was. intended by him to poiſon the 
patient, and that in conſequence of it, no man at 
bene hath ſince, or perhaps ever will again, 
empfiain of that diſorder, "but rather die than 
berg to ſo diabolical a phyſician for a remedy. 
how can we * wondering at ſuch an aſſertion? 
tuoH and 


* 
Ch 
ions 
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eee bee 60 00 
great an abius dry. I have, Sir, been examined by 
you, and I declare, chat I think you the moſt im- 
proper man in the world to ſtate queſtions to any 


ʒject it may, your imagination is fo lively, and yout 


ideas fo rapid; that in the fame. inſtam, all the fe-. 
veral modes of putting the queſtion, and every 
combination of words which can be framed for 
anſwering it, croud into your mind, nor can you 
ſeparate them to as to afk à ſingle uncompounded 
any ftation in this mundane ſyſtem, Plato's Re. 
public, ſome Eutopia. or Governor General of uin 
Moon, might fuit your elevated metaphyſical ge- 
nius; all below is too material and groveling ſor 
your univerſal activity of intellect. 1 Wm. 
1 e amen 
i . n Engtifhrane, 1 t. — 
ws the reaſoning of the Commitice drawn from 
ws a — — 6 be N. 
— * | thy as fund, 
or once look into che volumes ef 
as vouchers in the Appendix, - What the Cong- 
mittee think on the fubject, they think. OUm- 
— of — — 
ow fas paricolr ar, eee 0 ce 


TY 


fer their paſſions or private views to tian 

They are the jury, and their verdict paſſes current 
port and if in their Reports, any thing is inſerted 
which is not juſtified by the evidence, no conchu« 
ſion which they may draw. to the prejudice of an 
individual, will have any weight with the Public, 
or with the. Houſe. The reaſonings draun from 
their: Reports muſt be juſt; and the concluſions 
fair; it not, the maſt ſimple man in the king- 
dom hath an undoubted right to appeal from the 
Report to the Houſe; and from the Houſe to th 
Kingdom at large, whilſt the matter is in agita- 
tion, and until the unitd powers of the whole le- 
giſlaturez have determined on the merits of tlie 
Neport, by framing an Act of Parliament; which; 
he inſtant it has received the royal aſſent, and has 
been promulgated, becomes a law of the lands 
When that happens, I muſt, as it will then be my 
duty to do, ſubmit; but until that ſhall come to 
paſs, | will never ceaſe to ſay, that the evidence 
you have deduced to prove that the Governor 
Genetal of Bengal is a peculator,-of was directly 
de ett concerned in the proſecution, or con- 
| ion, of Maha "Rajah Nundcomar n 
never had ae — in truths+- - 1+ +5. 


a} are, i % #14 em 
ay en Sr, for one moment, turn m— 


examine cantly and ct, what vere de 1. 


ducements 


( 62 ) 
ducements of the Houſe of Commons for appoint: 
* your. Committee. | 


| Tun institution ot the Supreme Court of Judi 
cature at Calcutta, in Bengal, was declared by his 
Majcity's then Miniſters, to be intended to give 
relief to the natives, oppreſſed by a power on 
which the Mayor's Court was entirely dependent, 
and therefore could not adminiſter relief. Has it 
anſwered the purpoſe of its creation? By no 
means. Not only all orders of the natives, but 
alſo of every denomination of Europeans abroad, 
from the Council General to the common inha- 
bitants of Calcutta, have petitioned for its recall, 
as a moſt oppreſſive and deſtructive inſtitution, 
The Eaſt India Company themſelves, who at firſt, 
petitioned for reform in the judicial department, 
hoped ſome good from its erection, now join in the 
general application to Parliament for its removal, 
declaring chat its continuance will abſolutely ruin 
their affairs. | | 5 


TuX evidence collected by the Select G 5 
mittee, in their firſt Report, was ſo concluſive, 
that not only all orders of people without doors, 
but alſo thoſe within, ſaw the neceſſity of curta ling 
the power of the Judges: : and an Act paſſed laſt. 
Seſſions of Parliament, to limit their juriſdiction. 
More was attempted in the Houſe of Commons, 


and * the Houle of Lords, and the Se- 
lect 


| n .& ta. * 


C85) 


tet Committee Was continuetl to fit dt the begin- 


ning of the preſent Seſſions. As it was ſuppoſed 
that much good had been done to the affairs of 
the Eaſt India Company by the new Regulating 


Act, for abridging the power of the Judges at 
Bengal, the managers were not without hopes; 
that the popularity which it had raiſed them to in 
the opinion of the public, niight, with propet 


management, be made to operate to their own 


advantage in Leadenhall-Street. To bring this 
round ſo as to anſwer their purpoſes effeQually; 
the removal of the Governor General of Bengal 
was thought to be a neceſſary flep; and in yout | 


ſecond Report we find; that an attempt is made td 


ink his name with thoſe of the Judges, in a ſup- 


poſed charge of conſpiracy in taking off the de- 
linquent Rajah Nundcomar. This matter ſeems ' 
to have been canvaſſed over ſo much in private; 
as to have induced the Committee tõ believe that 
they ſhould be able to prove the fact to the pub- 


lic, or, at leaſt, by boldly inſinuating that it was 


ſo, to obtain ſo much credit to their aſſertions, as 


would- juſtify their proceeding, in endeavouting 


the recall of the Governor General: and had 1 


not in my firſt Letter to you, Sir, diſputed yout 
fact, and in my ſecond, proved that they did no 
where exiſt, ie is not ot eaſy to han to what lengths 


„ 


* the Select Committee. 


12 You 
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. 
Tou had completed every enquiry that was 
neceſſary, and convinced every reaſonable man, 
that the inſtitution of the Supreme Court of Ju- 
dicature at Calcutta, in Bengal, was a pernicious 
inſtitution, and you had effectually curtailed its 
power, and prevented its furcher interfering in 
matters of revenue. So far the expectation of che 
public had been anſwered ; but perſonal ſpleen, 
and private emolument, remained to be gratified z 
nor was this to be effected, but by the removal of 
the Governor General. Neither your eloquence, 
nor your Chairman's induſtry, could induce one 
fingle man in the Houſe of Commons (who 
was not concerned in your ſchemes) to believe a 
word of your inſinuations, on the avarice or im- 
' morality of Mr. Haſting. Not only you and 
your Committee often changed ground; but the 
Chairman of another Committee found every 
poſt which he at firſt occupied, in his attack on 
the character of Mr. Haſtings, to be perfectly un- 
tenable. In ſhort, the Houſe of Commons at 
length diſcovered that not only the credit of the 
Committees, but that of the Houſe itſelf, was 
in ſome degree concerned : ſomething, they ſaw, 
muſt me done to ſave appearances; and a vote 
paſſed to remove Governor General Haſtings, of 
whoſe innocence of the crimes laid to © OOO 
four bfths of the Houſe were : convinced. 18 


( 6s) 

Sven, Sir, has been the conſequence of admit; 
ting the ſpirit of party to have a place in national 
enquiries. It is impoſſible for the moſt powerful 
bodies of men to conduct ſuch jobs, but to their 
own diſcredit. Your attempt to deſtroy the moral 
character of Mr. Haſtings, has been ſo poorly ſup- 
ported, that men who would have admitted your 
facts without inveſtigation, as to his political de- 
delinquency, now doubt the whole, and give you 
credit for nothing. For my part, Sir, ſince I have 
examined ſo norrowly, as I have done, your con- 
duct i in the Select Committee, I hold you to be 
the moſt dangerous man in the kingdom. 


Ar the very moment of time that you gave up 
your charge againſt Governor General Haſtings, 
in a manner little to your credit, you broach ano- 


” ther on the honour of Admiral Rodney, Surely, 


Sir, that great officer will not- paſs over your 
treatment of him. You adviſe his being created 
a peer of the realm, and give for the reaſon, that 
his late acquired laurels have covered his ſhameful 
peculation at St. Euſtatia. I ſhould have thought | 
that there might have been ſome truth i in your in- 
ſinuation i in that buſineſs, if I had not proof po- 
ſitive, that your real diſpoſition is ſo malignant, a 
that you will accept the moſt vague and frivolous 
evidence, againſt the moral honetty of a man, 
whole political character you diſlike. So help me 

God, as J declare in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
. I would 
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T would not take your word or your oath, for five 
pounds, if it led to the injury of a man, whoſe no- 
tions in political economy differed from your own. 
The man who, when out of power, will correſ- 
pond with, and encourage the declared enemies of 
His country, and when he is in power, uſe every 
unmanly and unjuſt means, to lower in the opi - 
nion of the public, the two men, whoſe great 
abilities, profeſſional ſkill, and true courage, have 
ſaved the national poſſeſſions in the Eaſt and 
Weſt Indies, is, in my poor opinion, more than 4 
peſt i in ſociety ;—he is the _ of his AO | 


GoveRNoR Johnſtone warned the Houſe of the 
ſituation into which they were about to involve 

themſelves. A reſolution of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, every Engliſhman would wiſh might he 
'fupported ; but if they forget themſelves ſo far, 
as to form reſolutions which the people without 
doors deem to be unjuſt, whatever compliances 
may be ſhewn by ſome few individuals, in order ta 
fave their credit, at the expence, and to the injuty 
ol an individual, their dignity as a branch of the 
legiſlature becomes tarniſhed; and they run the 
tiſk of being forced to endeavour to compel” by a 
law of the land, what was unjuſt when attempted 
to be enforced by a reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons. To ſuch diſhonoutable ſituations do 
"the influence of intereſted and 3 

ee the moſt reſpectable bodies of men. 

Wr 
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Wrar one point, Sir, have you gained, that 
an honeſt man would not be aſhamed of ? In or. 
der to gratify your political ſpleen, you have at- 
tacked the moral character of a man whom yon 
do not know, and thereby expoſe your inyeterate 
malice to real contempt. Has ydur friend the 
General viſited the club at Brookes's too oſten? 
and is his ill run at play to be repaired at the ex- 
Pence of the Eaſt India Company? What ideas 
are we to form of your virtue, who have taken 
Jo. much pains to pull down an Haſtings, and to 
exalt a Smith? Is it poſſible that you can hope 
our belief in your ſincerity, in propoſing reforma- 
tion and oeconomy in the ſtate, when you offer to 
our choice a peculator, a corrupter of the morals 
of the people, and a gambling bankrupt, as the 
proper perſon to retrieve the Company's affairs, 
whilſt we yet remember, that his ayarice, his 9520 
n. and zee brought on 0 ruin? 


| albania aan api 1 in * 1 
paid actions of their lives, muſt be ſought for 


in their general ſtamp of character. Peclaratios 


of honour, diſintereſtedneſs, and true patriotiſm, 
ſeldom carry weight with the world, except the 
general tenor of conduct of the declaimer qua- 
drates with his profeſſions. Was the Chairman 
of the Select Committee to harrangue in the flowery 
elequence of a Burke, or the more ſolid; oratory 
of a Fox, aſſerting that he has nothing in view 
PAH YT but 
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but the good of the public, or the intereſts of the 
Eaſt India Company, I would not, I could net 
believe him. Such a declaration may ſeem to take 
its riſe in paſſion or in prejudice. I deny the fact 
and will go on to prove, that every man who ſhall 
ſtudy the General's true character, and advert to 
the facts which I am about to lay betore him, will 
be convinced that the Eaſt India Company at leaſt. 
muſt ſuffer themſelves to be gulled indeed, if they 
pay any the leaſt attention to any thing he ſays, 
or to any thing he does, until he has renounced 
all pretenſions to further employment in; their 
ſervice, either as a ſoldier, or ſervant in * 0 
er V 


1 
I! 18 


Tu HE 3 did Pick Mr. Woodfall 2 
Band, up..in. his place in the Houſe of Commons, 

on Monday the 12th of June, and declare, that 
he was warned by his friends, of the danger of 
the poſt he was about to occupy as Chairman of the 
Select Committee, but that he felt himſelf bold, 
and that he could ſtand the ſtorm, and deſpiſed 
every attack which could be made upon him, in 
conſequence of the calumny of jome, enyvy of 
others, maliciouineſs, of more, and the intereſted 
deſigns of a great number of perſons. I will ad- 
mit that the General, or any other well ſeaſoned 
Patriot, is equal to all that; and provided that his 
opponents mingle no truth in their invective, ma- 
lice or prejudice alone cannot hurt, and ought not 
Duc e 
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to reach the feelings of a genuine patriotic Stateſ- 
man, I have attacked the General, for 1 know 
him well, and am about to attack him again. 
His brazen coat of mail ĩs gilded over ſo ſighthy. 
that though falſhoods may re bound from its well 
tried ſurface, trutli will penetrate; Our diſpute 18 
not to be decided by his aſſociates in St: Srephen's 
Chapel. Votes of the Houſe partially obtained, 
are mere cobwebs; nor can reſtrain the liberty f 
a'fly- His friends at Weſtminſter cannot ſend 
him again to India; and his intentions are too 
well know in Leadenhall-Street, to be much more 
minded there. I am not one of the General's op- 
ponents who have attacked him with calumny. 
His having joined with, and ſupported men, whoſe 
«malice induced them to charge the Governor Ge- 
.neral of Bengal, | poſitively with peculation, and 
by a fide wind, with being concerned in a"con'pt- 
racy to rid the world of the man that was to prove 
his peculation, brought me into the field. 1 
know the General did not himſelf believe that 
Mr. Haſtings was capable of the firſt, or of a 
ſtamp of character, which would juſtify for a mo- 
ment, the belief of the laſt. His aceidentallyß 
having ſhewn to the world, that the Chairman 
was totally deceived in the character he had 
formed of the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, was not 
ſufficient of itſelf, to induce him to join the ery 
for the removal of the Governor General ſome 
5 8 motives operated, which I ſought, and ſoon 
4 found, 
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b The truth of the matter is, the General's 
{Frequent viſits - to Brookes's, with other high 
modes of expence and diſſipation, had made a 
return to India neceſſary to his finances; and par- 
liamentary eloquence had taught him, that the 
more furious his declamations were eee 
peculation and / mal- adminiſtration ot the 
abroad, intermixed with the encomiums on — 
own independence and diſintereſtedneſs, was 00 
ready * to ſucceed in * views. 

Ar che ſame time the General could ſee no- 
thing faulty in the conduct of Mr. Perring, Who 
had joined Sir Thomas Rumbold in all his mea- 
ſures on the coaſt of Coromandel. How ſhould 
he? Perring ſtood not in his way; and he 
awiſhed not to offend any but ſuch whom he 
wanted to remove; and for that reaſon Mr. 
Haſtings, againſt whom not one evil deed could 
be proved, ſeemed to the General's ſight as black 
as ink.— Why? Becauſe except he could be 
recalled from the government of India, he (the 
General) could not obtain the ſtation he wanted 
4n' an Eaſt Ledia ORE « Ec: 1. Bengal. 


— you, Sir, ren me one moment, whit 
1 tell my readers, what charges are not true 


charges, and which are facts, as they relate to 
the Governor and the Genera ?? 
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6 
I is not true, that Governor Haſtings hat, 
in any part of his life or government, accumulated 
one ſingle rupee: 57 means A or e 


nn 2. 


12 l is not * that he eee himſelf, 4. 


5 or indirectly, in the proſecution or execu- 
tion, of gs Nundcomar. 1525 os 


A+: 3 


: * 


Ir is not t true, that * 5 the Company 
in uſeleſs wars. 


4 vfF 


Iri is not true, that he broke, or adviſed the 


zombies any one treaty into which the _n_ 


Plan of ambition counteracted 0 His ane} 


717 


a, 
Wo 


p90 had entered with any of the 0 


II i is not true, that he is diſliked by any of 
the country powers, except ſuch. who find their 


4 


9 Ir is not true, has any one of the N 


3 have been enn iat him. 


ts. is not true, chat a - majority of 10 Pro- 
prietors, or of the Court of Directors, wiſhed 
his removal, until the latter had been ch * 


- Whitehall. 
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1 Sir, I ſhall tell on bob 3 — 


oe Chairman, what is true; z and on the merits 


FIG of 


cm) 
of my facts, reſt the caule of the propriety or im- 
propriety, of removing the Governor General, to 
make way for General Richard Smith. 


Ir is true, that General Smith left England 
with Lord eure and arrived at e in Hel 


Ir is true, that he (the 8 left Bengal 
in the year 1769, with a fortune four times 
greater than what Governor Haſtings. now poſ- 
ſeſſes, after having been Governor of Bengal more 


than ten years. 


Ir is true, beyond a controverſy, that the Ge: 
neral obtained nearly one half of his fortune, in 
the undermentioned methods, 5 


- Fnz General's ſs of the com | F 36; 
miſſion on neat revenue, during his | 
ſtay in Bengal, amoynted to * Rs. 1,23,146 


, | 2 
\ 7 i { # 4 


Hrs ſhare of the famous Morhoors G 136 DE 
collection 170 
re ait tiert 

His pay and batta as Commander 


in Chief for three years (i den 


His table allowance, as PET + Hill 5 


a8 above „ „ eie 1.87200 
| bs. | — 
Carried over, Cur. 5 4520, 421 


Broughtonet/!. : 12297, . Cure Bae; e 


Tut Aſiatics have a ſaying, tate 
men in power ſend a Feather to 
catch a Swan; and as the General 

never gave the Company any credit {DL 
for the preſents which he received in * un 
return for thoſe he gave away, I will 

ſuppoſe that his feather produced a 


feather in return, if not a Swan; nor 
will he be diſpleaſed at my ſuppoſing 11236 
that his receipts equalled his diſs 
burſements in the commerce of pre- tint 


ſent-making with the Emperor of 
Hindooſtan, Vizier of the Empire, 
Princes of the Blood, or Chutta Na.. 


bobs, &c. which appears to have 
amounted to, as per bill of his own 
a * u; 


TxAVxLI 0 charges, allowan ces 
for tents, budgeroes, houſes, caval- 
cade, and other little et cæteras, will 


be moderately rated at gooo Rs. per e 
month, which, for three years, 
. o PERABCINTOSY 26 * vs 1, 08, 00 


. Carried over, Cut. Re. 6,53,027 


 Txoven the General was con- 
cerned in inland adventures, and fo 2 
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and china ware; yet nothing makes 


him ſo angry, as to hint at ſuch his 


former condeſcenſion; in compli- 


ment, therefore, to his finer feelings, 


I ſhall ſuppoſe, that he ſold his falt 


as others did, and that his ſhare tet- 


ter A, 1765, produced him a near 


profit of — ö — 


And his ſhare letter B, x766, was. 


worth — — 
he General will admit that theſe 
valuations are very moderate. 


I cou now to the commiſſion on 


the King's chout, tribute, allowance, 
huſh money, ſalary, preſent, or by 


what other name he may chooſe to 


call it. The ſum ſtipulated to be 
paid, and which was paid by the 


General to the Mogul for three years 


together, amounted to two millions 


fix hundred thouſand rupees annu- : 
ally. I will not in this place teize 


Brought. over Cur. Rs. 


reign articles of trade, ſuch as k WT 0 5 
iron, cloth, cotton, ſalt, tea, il ky 


6,53,08F 


the General about recoining or change _ 3 


34 - 


ing 


Carried over, Cur. Rs.  #.48,02 
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| Brought over — Cur. Rs. 1 ve, 


ing the Company's good rupees, into 
Vizzary, or bad rupees; he may hear ? 


of it in another place; all I aſk him 


#Y y* / 4% 
1 7 


to admit nere, is the advantage ariſing 


from his com miſſion, for paying the 
money to the Prince. If, for that 
part of his ſervices to the Emperor 


and the Company, he only reſerved 
to himſelf one of the twenty-ſix lacks 
annually, it was an inſtance (in him) 
of great moderation: this I ſhall 
| ſtate at three lacks in the whole 


1 Curi Re: 


Tur General is no bad accompt- 
ant; and it having appeared to him 
at the time he left Bengal, that one 
current rupee was worth two ſhil- 
lings and three pence ſterling, he will 
allow me to reduce the ſum by the 
ſame rule ; and he will give me ſome 
credit for not puzzling the account 
by the addition or ſubtraction of 


batta, but taking at once the moſt 


common, and with us, the loweſt 
denomination of current rupees. Ten 


3, 00, 00 | 9 


10, 43, 27 


8 


— —— 7 * — 


lacks, forty-three thouſand, and 


| 2 rupees, of that deno- 


mination, 


(769 | 

mination, at the General's own rate of. 7 

exchange, comes to, in ſterling mo- WS 

ney, One Hundred and Seventeen 

Thouſand, Three Hundred and Forty 

Pounds, Ten Shillings, and Nine 8 

Pence. a Bs — END 
Pounds ſterling, £.117,340 10 9 


— _ —— 


Here are no bad pickings to be gleaned up 
| fairly in the ſpace of three years. Emoluments 
ariſing from the advantages of ſituation, is always 
eſtimated differently, and agreeable to the cha- 
racter of the man. What were his gettings that 
way, I ſhall leave to the General himſelf to aſcer- 
tain. When Goring, a writer in the ſervice, re- 
turned from India before his apprenticeſhip was 
out, with a declared fortune of thirty th6uſand' 
pounds, and a Commander in Chief of the army, 
with four times the ſum, in nearly the ſame time, 
the proportions are clearly enough aſcertained 
from which to reaſon. Let us take round num- 
bers, and it is imply a ſchool- boy queſtion; 
viz. | 


Ir Maſter Charles Goring, a writet in the Eaſt 
India Company's ſervice, did, in the ſpace of five 
years, acquire à fortune honeftly, amounting to 
thirty thouſand pounds, what ought Mr. Warren. 
- Haſtings (who allo went out a writer) to have ac- 
"wm 


| = 3 I 
| huired in the ſervice of the lame Company In 
thirty years? 


Anſwer, C. 180, oo. 
Queſtion the ſecond; 


IF the Commander in Chief of the army in 
Bengal, did, during the moſt profound peace all 
over Aſia, acquire, in the moſt honourable manner, 
in little more than three years, the ſum of one 
hundred and ſeventeen thouſand pounds, (I love 
round numbers) what ought the Governor Gene- 
ral of Bengal to have gained honeſtly,' in ten 
years as Governor? To anſwer this queſtion 
conciſely, I have no objection to ſuppoſe that the 
merits and deſervings of the men were quite 
equal, and in that caſe the anſwer 1 


4 ke ge er ee 


As the Seeret and Select Ce with * 
aſſiſtance of all the Company's records, and ſome 
as curious witneſſes as ever were held up to na- 
tional contempt, have fallen ſhort to prove that 
Governor General Haſtings is a knave, it may be 
of uſe to their cauſe to have him proved to have 
been a fool, in not having done what his enemies 
did, make hay in ſun-ſhine weather. Now I am 
ready and willing to ſwear before Lord Chief 
Jr uſtice Mansfield, that at this moment, Governor 

K | General 
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Genthal b BA not pofſefe, real and Pers 
ſon” eftite included, one hündred thouſand 
pounds. If this would not do the Comftnittee's 
buſineſs, ſo far as the Fixing the” appellation of 
fool, where they aimed at fixing: that of kuavez 


SES; It F wart 


know nothing of their intentions. 


30 af 
1 


Tr is no mode of ridicule or contempt, in 
which ſuch confederacies ought not to be expoſed. 
One of the managers attempts to criminate à Haſ< 
tings, whom he does not know; and a Rodney, 
whom he does know; and tries to reduce to 
board wages, the Prince he ſerves; but fails in 
all three; yer goes on to hope, that by his oratory, 
he ſhall convince us, that his intentions are pure, 

Immaculate, and diſintereſted. The General, Who, 
in the courſe of four or five years, collected to- 
gether, publickly and privately,” more than two 
hundred thouſand pounds, and tlien, contrary to 
the poſitive orders of the maſters whom he ſerved, 

N propoſed to draw on them for near a million ſter- 
ling, which, in its conſequences, drove them into 
a ſtate of bankruptcy, and ſubjected them to the 
mandates of a corrupt Miniſtry, now joins another 
ſet of men, in order to force himſelf back into 
their ſervice, becauſe his fortune has been re. 
duced every Body ' knows Bo. Vet this man, 
equally trammelled in the virtues of patriotiſm 
has the aſſurance to talk of being calumniated by 


envious and intereſted men; aud in the ſame 
breath 


(499 5 
want affirms, his intentions are juſt and honor: 
Ahle; and that the intereſt of the Eaft India Com, 
pany; and the State, are the only motives to his 
actions, Believe him thoſe who can—1 could 
with, more caſe believe, that popularity, and not 
bribery, obtained a ſeat in the Houſe for a name 


ſake of his. 


11151 


Tu third great man, and inveterate enemy to 
Mr. Haſtings, i is alſo. a ſenator, and fond of ſum- 
mary modes in judicial proceedings. Carry, ſays 
he, the eight thouſand rupees to my woman, 
© and ſhe; will determine, that the Plaintiff ſhall 
have five thouſand, rupees, and. the defendant 

© nothing. The other three thouſand have been 
« ſunk in Durbar charges. This mode of ac- 
counting for money, he learnt from his friend, 
Rajah; Nundcomar. I would aſk C. W. B. Rouſe, 
Eſq. whether he ever heard of this ſtory at Ben- 
gal? and whether it occurred to him, when he 
declared to the Select Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, < that on his conſcience, he never 
| © heard of mal - practices in the diſtribution of 
© ;uſtice in the country courts at Bengal, whilſt 
Europeans preſided. in them? The queſtion is 
a-cloſe one, for he preſided himſelf i in a court of 
Cureherry; and the ſtory of an officet, preſiding 
at one of the country courts, taking three eighths 
of a ſum decreed, to his own ſhare, was ſo much * 
matter of converſation i in Calcutta, that his me- 

r K 2 mory 
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mory is a very convenient one, if he has really 8 


forgot it: yet this man's memory is ſo tenacious 
in other matters, that he can recall to mind what 
never happened. Such is my third worthy—ſo 
blended, fo unjuſt, and fo diabolical are the ac- 
tions of men, when ſelf-intereſt comes between | 
them and their — judgment. e 
As to Philip Francis, he has been caſt adrift 
juſt in the ſame manner as he ſerved Macintoſh, 
the Author of Travels in Europe, Aſia, and 
Africa. That worthy traveller had engaged at 
Bengal, to weave into his two volumes: of his 
travels, all the infamous ſtories which Mr. Fran- 
cis had collected from all the informers in India, 
for the ſpace of fix years preceding; and fo intent 
was he on his ſubject, that in ſeventy-two Letters 
which he has obtruded on the world, not one of 
them is free from ſome ſcandalous lying ftory on 
the character of ſome individual. Governor Ge- 
neral Haſtings is, no doubt, the capital figure in 
the travels; though General Sir Eyre Coote's 
portrait is highly finiſhed. This univerfal man 
has again changed his maſters; and his gratitude 
to Meſſrs. Whitehill and Lewin, ' hath. induced 
him to make ſome trips to the continent in their 
ſervice. Tired with the politics ef the Weſt, he 
has devoted his ſervice to the Nabobs in the Eaſt; | 
In this he is more {conſiſtent than in any other 
a2 1 tus wits : 154 7 15 2 F rancis, aLewin, and 


A b 


| or bi | | 
a 'Whitehill, and — en nt af dune 


and defence, the indefatigable induſtry of a Mac- 


intoſn will never want employment. It is quite 
natural for the man who has devoted ſo much of 
his time to traduce the character of a Haſtings, 
to join heartily in the cauſe of men, -whoſe prin- 
"OM are ſo congenial with his own. 


1. AM in doubt whether Mr. Goring will return 
to India, as his conduct from 1763 to 1767, in 
the ſilk- winding way, and his behaviour in 1774 
and 1775, on his ſecond return to India, in cha- 


racter of political bumbailiff to the Majority, when 


he carried into execution their military orders, or 
executed their general warrant to diſpoſſeſs the 
Queen Regent of her office, and plunder her pa- 
lace of her effects, is yet forgotten at Calcutta, 
and until it is quite forgot, his appearance there 
will be attended with ſome diſagreeable circum- 
ſtances, The former Majority took as much 


pains to ſave his honour, as they did Nundcomar's 


life, but without effect; nor will his new friends, 
with all their eloquence, and all their power, be 
able to induce the moſt indigent man in the Com- 


pany's ſervice, who knows his character, to fig 


down | 0 his ee Fs 


Tux Governor General's gli enemy, Mr. Far- 


rer, the lawyer, arrived in Calcutta in October, 


1 7747 ſo very needy, as to find it neceſſary to ac - 
cept 
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- cept eighty rupees for his particular care "of a few 
. hounds. To; ſoften the matter, it Was called 4 te- 
taining, fee, though given by a man who never 

. hath, or will employ a lawyer. In 17755 lee was 

the leading Council j in the trial of Maha Rajah 

N undcomar. . The man had hopes given” Him 

that he ſhould not be hanged, till the rope Was 

about his neck, and then it was vnluckily drawn 

4 ſo tight, that nobody could hear bis com- 

plaints. Mr. Farrer came home in 1777. with "'P 

fortune of ſixty. thouſand pounds, and was ſoon 

diſcoyered to be ſuch a patriot, as to be elected a 

| Member of Parliament. Now as this gentleman 

- mult haye laboured very hard! in his vocation, to 


raiſe ſuch a fortune in ſo ſhort ; a time, by the'dio- 


1 feſſion of the law,] I will not admit him to be! in 
the leaſt competent to judge of the merits or de- 
merits of the political abilities, and moral kecti- 
tude, of ſuch a man as b General Haſtings: 
His office of ſtanding Council for the Company, 
and that of defender of N undcomar, was conferred 
on him by Mr. Francis, and the Majority ; J ald as 
it was their intereſt, and their practice, to collect 
every villainous and infamous ſtory againſt Mr. 
Paſtings, whateyer credit Mr. | F: artet may obtain | 
on the ſcore of gratitude from that party, his“ opi⸗ 
nion can have no weight with impartial people, 
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orte As td Captain Cowe, Tg was 1 8 mit man, 
and in the habit of aſſoclating with the friends of 
the 
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forgotten. 'He believed what be 55 chil many 
people deemed the execution of the Rajah Nund- 
comar a political manceuvre ; z but as he was not 
aſked by the Committee, to which of the two 
2 Parties in civil government he would have his ob- 
ſervations applied, and as ſuch mode of expreſſion 
in political affairs, implies rather a Majority than 
a Minority in a ſtate, we are obliged to advert to 
: his party principles, to underſtand his meaning. 
This, Sir, was the very way in which you ex- 
f plained i it, or you would not have ſent us back to 
his evidence, to prove criminality againſt Gover- 
Z vor Haſtings. As to his ſaying, that the people 
a4 were terrified at ſeeing the Rajah hanged, and in 
conſequence « of their fears, run into the river, it 
deſerves no credit at all. Captain Cowe had no 
| knowledge of the * cuſtoms or manners of the 
people, having himſelf been bred in the navy, 
and came to Bengal a very little while before the 
: Majority, and was as ignorant of the language 
A and manners of the people, as Mr. Francis him- 
ſelf, In ſhort, Sir, he knew as little of Bengal 
affairs a as you do, and i is governed f in his ideas on 
ſimilar. principles, a perſonal diſlike | to Mr. 


Haſtings, 
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| Pianars it would be hard to produce from the 
nd oft time, A fimilar caſe to this of Governor | 


General 
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General Haſtings. Unſupported by, family cons. 
neQions, and without, any intereſt, but ſuch as has 
been made amongſt independent men, by his long 
ſetvices, diſintereſted conduct, and great abilities, 
in "the management c of the Eaſt India Company's: 
affairs, he has withſtood for eight years, the at; 
tacks of a party of men, at different times ſup», 
ported by the whole weight of an all powerful 
Miniſter, and at another, the haſty vote of the 
Houſe of Commons. This is true popularity, 7 
and” worth living for, Some great men, wha. 
have thought certain parts of Mr. Haſtings's Po- 
litical condudt inconſiſtent with the national in- 
tereſts, have attacked it fairly on that pfinciple; 1 
but at the ſame time have declared that his ho- 
nour, integrity, and moral rectitude, were unimy,.. 
peachable. To ſuch attacks every man, in high, 
and important ſtations, are moſt certainly and. 
very juſtly expoſed ; and if their conduct will not 
ſtand the teſt of ſuch candid and neceſſary en- 
quiry, they muſt give way to their opponents, 
Such differences in political opinion, exiſt in all 
governments; ; and we have daily experience, 
that men of the pureſt morals, and moſt inno- 
cent intentions, differ in opinion in political mate... 
ters. A man who ſhould ſay, that Lord North. 
was an injudicious Stateſman, and an nice * 
Miniſter, would find many of the ſame way of 
thinking; but if he ſhould add, that he was alſo a E 
bene againſt the life of an innocent * 
an 
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and that be had accutnulated half a, million r 
money to his own uſe, the credit obtained or al. 4 
lowed to the firſt aſſertion, would be deſtroyed by 3 
the laſt; becauſe no man will believe, that his 
Lordſhip" is by his nature rapacious or bloods, 
thirſty; So it is with Governor General Haſtings 5 
and J am convinced, that his well eſtabliſhed cha- 
racter for every moral virtue, hath, in the hour of Fr 
trial, made him friends amongſt thoſe who differ; 
from him in ſome political points: and the inde- 
pendent Proprietors of Eaſt India Stock, as well 
as the Directors of the Company's affairs, if left to 1 
mn _—_ feel the neceſſity of Fe in = 
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reckitude of ming, and vaſt wüde will, 1 * 
mam can 51 1. reſtore their affairs. 
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Thanks are tint our . whoſe _ 


ſteady adherence to the cauſe of America, has x 


contributed much to the diſmemberment of the 
Britiſh empire. They poſſeſs now the offices they 
wanted, and we ſhall ſee how they will go about 
to heal this great wound. You, Right. Honour- 


able Sir, know nothing perſonally of Governor 2 


General Haſtings. You have called his politics 


crooked politics; for which 1 know no reaſon, 
except-that the Governor ſupported the intereſt of ., 
the Nabob of Arcot, againſt the pretenſions of the. 
King of Tanjore, in whoſe ſervice a nephew * 
* * made ſome trips to and from England. 

Þ! The 
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The Governor General hath great local; and more 

experimental knowledge of the affairs of the Car- 
natic; the Miniſter of State poſſeſſes, neither. 
The Proprietors of Eaſt India Stock do therefore 
determine, that his continuation in their ſervice, is 
ef conſequence. to their affairs, and will not re- 
move him to make way for your nephew. As to 
the inſinuations contained in the ſecond Report 
of the Select Committee, it has ſhaken the credit 
of the fabricators in the opinion of all impartial 
men. Tou have not loſt more ground at the weſt 
end of the town, by your treatment of Lord Rod- 
ney, than in the eaſt, by that moſt extraordinary 
attack on the moral character of Governor Gene- 
ral Haſtings. Your aſſertions, are diſbelieved, 
and your nephew cannot become a Counſellor z 
no, nor even a Paymaſter in the Eaſt India Com- 
panp's ſervice, Recall him, good Sir, and pro- 
vide for him at home, before your ſun-ſhine day 
ſhall be overcaſt. 


GENERAL Smith's motives are no leſs obvious 
than yours. He, no more than you, ever faw 
the Governor General of Bengal. The General 
having, in the little time he was at Bengal, by his 
deſire to get home the immenſe fortune which he 
had ſo ſuddenly accumulated, adviſed to draw bills 

on the Company, contrary to their orders, and 
thereby obliged them to apply to the Miniſtry 
for aſſiſtance: add to this his quarrel with Bolts 
a | (Who 
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(ho had rivwalled the General in his trade to Sa: 
jah ul Dowlah's'country)-had given | cauſe: for the 
Regulating Act of the 13th of the King, and 
Vhich firſt ſubjected the Company to the controul 
of government. But his ſpleen to the Governor 
aroſe from the latter having ſhewn, to the convic- 
tion of all men, that every meaſure in which the 
| honourable General had been concerned during 
his ſhort ſtay in India, had a tendency to ruin the 
Company's affairs. The Salt monopoly, the Cot- 
ton monopoly, the China Trade monopoly, in all 
which this great Soldier was concerned, notwith- 
ſtanding his affected military pride; the ſending 
money to pay the brigade in Sujah ul Dowlah's 
Country, the payment of the King's tribute with 
cCaſn ſent from Bengal, the deputation to the Vi- 
vier's court, in all which manceuvring the Gene- 
ral was ſo much concerned, to the ruin of the 
4 Bengal provinces, and the eſtabliſhment of his 
own private fortune, are circumſtances which 
having been explained, may juſtify the General 
In his ſpleen to the Governor. But nothing can 
© Juſtify the attempt to do away the moral charac- 
ter of a man, by infamous, unſupported, and in · 
1 dious implication. However, it has operated 
1 ' properly, by ſhewing plainly, on what a rotten 
21 foundation the Chairman has erected his claim to 
| further employment in the ſervice of the Eaſt India 
Company. C. W. B. Rouſe,” Eſq. is, perhaps, 
#31 the only one man that has taken an active part 
againſt 
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againſt the Governor General of ii” Wig 
polieſſes a competent knowledge in Afiatic affairs. 
He was, whilft the General commanded the: army, 
his linguiſt and Perſian tranſlator. This cloſe con- 
nection had no great influence on their minds, 
nor contributed a particle towards their preſent 
political friendſhip. No two men feel more dif- 
ferently, than do theſe two bitter enemies of the 
Governor, in money. matters. The one has been 
in the habit of great oſtentatious expence, and 
paſſed through the King's Bench into the Senate 
Houſe, and through Brookes's into an acquain- 
tance of ſome of Lord Cheſterfield's incurables; 
and the other has a ſoul braced up by pining ava. 
rice, into a love of money equal to that of 4 
Jew Broker. One wanted to go abroad to ob- 
tain money to ſquander, and the other to collect 
more to hoard: the recall of Mr. Haſtings was 
neceſſary to both: nor would they have agreed a 
moment longer in office together, than till their in- 
tereſt ſnould have come in contact, then would the 
Court of Directors have been peſtered with their 
complaints and real opinion of one another, which 
1 r views Lund policy gloſs over. e 


eee 
k 4 3 i | 9171 


A to Mr. r the Governor General kr bew 
his abilities, and would have uſed them in the 
conduct of his government, but his ſtamp of cha- 4 
rafter was ſo ftrongly marked, that it was hazars © 


a * ae power to ſo notorious a love of money. 
Charles 
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Charles Fox may uſe the abilities of a moneys: 
jending Jew to effect a political . purpoſe, but * 
will never truſt them with the key to untold gold. 
Extremes i in nature never can unite ; and Rouſe 
found the ſoul of a Francis more congenial with 
his own than that of an Haſtings: this, and a fit of 
ambition, which he fancied was love for one of 
General Clavering s daughters, carried him quite 
away from Haſtings to the Majority. He only 
did not betray becauſe he never was truſted; and 
he would now inſinuate, that Nundcomar was 
wrongfully hanged, becauſe the ſame Judge had 
decreed, that to take three thouſand rupees for de- 
termining a cauſe, where the whole claim amounted 
to eight, was unſubſtantial juſtice. This gentle- 
man's patriotiſm ſtanding on ſuch ſlippery ground, 
we may conclude his motives for labouring to 
bring about the recall of Governor General Haſ- 
tings (even ſuppoſing that he was not a candidate 
for becoming a Bengal Counſellor) e not n 
riſe i in the love of Mete, 85 ie loch few 
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1 HAVE x ſaid Þ 3 of Mr. Philip Fenland: 
bis conduct to the Governor General of Bengal, 
from the firſt hour of his arrival at Calcutta, to 
the preſent moment of his wiſhing to return there, 
that I believe more will be needleſs. However, 
I cannot omit to recommend to all thoſe who have 
a doubt about the motives of that gentleman's: 
Proceedings, to read the Remarks and Obſerva-: 

| tions 
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ions on Travels in Europe, Aſia, and Africayiat/ 
the end of which very intereſting and Qurious 
pamphlet, he will find twenty queſtions put by 
one Captain Price to that gentleman, which, whe. 
ther anſwered or not, will explain his real inten- 
tions too plainly to be miſtaxen. But the public 
now know the political virtues of the man; 
nor ſhall they be left in complete ignorance as to 
his private conduct as a member of e . 
ing his — t ſtay at nn ot off 


Ma. Goring? J claraies bas . given e 
as well as that of Mr. Farrer, the lawyer. That 
of Macintoſh may be found in the Remarks on 
Travels in Europe, Aſia, and Africa. Thus, Sir, 
have I laid before you, and by your means, before 
the public, the true and undiſguiſed characters of 
the men, with whom you have ſo cordially joined 
to bring about the recall of Mr. Haſtings from 
his government of Bengal, For my part, I moſt 
ſincerely thank you for the attempt, / becauſe it 
has brought forward much more able advocates 
in the cauſe of that great and innocent OY n 
Pn General, than 1 can e e to Ser 


6 coil is impoſtible, Sir, that you ean Ser how 
ſilent and paſſive Mr. Haſtings's friends conti- 
nued, whilft nothing was attempted but to prove” 
that he had been miſtaken in ſome political points. 
On thoſe ſubjects of diſquiſition, his own ſenti- 
aan ments, 


7 
ments, and tis: own! reaſoning; in every ſituatiun 
of the Companyꝭs affairs abroad, were on the face 
of the Cempany's records at the India Houſe; 
and happy his friends were, when a Secret Com- 
mittee was appointed from the Houſe of Com- 
mons to inveſtigate tbem. Men, ſuch as Mr. Haſ- 
lings; muſt always wiſh for ſimilar inveſtigations 
af their conduct. His friends, therefore, were ſi- 
lent: and paſſive, firmly perſuaded that nothing 
more fortunate could happen, to make truly 
known the Governor General's character, than 
ſuch enquiry. The paltry traſh publiſhed by 
Mr. Philip Francis and his hirelings, in news- 
paper ſquibs and pamphlets, paſſed unnoticed, 
until the Select Committee decidedly took up his 
cauſe, and in the moſt pointed manner, inſinuated 
to the public, that what had been aſſerted by the 
Majority in their Letters from Bengal, relative 
to the peculation of the Governor General, and 
his interpoſing, in order to ſhorten the life of his 
accuſer, appeared to them to have its foundation 


in truth. This aſſertion of yours, Sir, (for Ge- 


neral Smith hath told us that you drew it up) 
rouſed the friends of Mr. Haſtings. It had on 
me a ſimilar effect to that told us in hiſtory of the 
Roman Boy. Though I deſpiſed your Chairman, 
the Cutcherryman, and the Lawyer, I had ſome fear 
of you. Truth, ſupported by your abilities, is 
invulnerable: but the inſtant that I found you 
had been ſo much warped by your paſſions, or 

100. | milled 
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miſled by your aſſociates, as to leave the line of 
truth, and wander like the traveller Macititoſh, 
into the regions of fiction, I loſt all reſpect for 
you, and, with not the thouſandth part of your 
capability, have met you on your own ground, 
and convinced every man I wiſh to convince, that 
you have been miſtaken, and that the! zabilities of 
a Burke weigh no more than a ſingle vote, whe 
applied in ſupport of 1 which 8 
in falſhood. 


Over engaged, I have purſued the argument, 
and left not a lie ſtanding, which was fabricated 
by the Majority againſt the moral character of 
Mr. Haſtings, from General Clavering's aſſertion 
of his having accumulated half a million in two 
years and a half, incluſive, down to Lacam's 
ſmivelling tale of oppreſſion. The law hath ſet 
a mark on the fabricators of falſe evidence; why - 
then ſhould individuals ſpare them? If I had 
ſimply faid, that you, Sir, General Smith, Mefrs, 
Rouſe, Francis, Farrer, Lacam, Goring, Mac- 
intoſh, and Cowe, had ſaid things which were not 
true, and which in their conſequences, / were inju- 
rious to the moral character of Mr. Haſtings,” it 
would have had little effect. I have gone fur- 
eher; T have proved that they were not true; and 
further ſtill, by ſhewing, in a chain of reaſoning, 
which'h not one re among you dare gry tn that 
| art genes alt Prejudice 
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prejudice: ar. intereſted motives, and not we ha- 
Aiatiſm, the love of truth, or the public wel- 
fare, actuated any one of you, in your very illibe- 
aal attacks on the honour 1 of * 
Sameer 4 General of Bengal. hag 
Ret Tee 

1 8z7 w_ in pack firſt Letter, to you, Si, wich 
— that your inſinuation in the ſecond Re- 
Port af the Select Committee, had no foundations 
in truth: in my ſecond Letter I have ꝓroved, 
that the / evidence you refetred to in its ſupport, 
Mas more than defective; and in my:third ſhewn, 
nhat everyiman-who has gaken a part in the illibe- 
tal attacks on the moral character of Mr. Haf- 
ings, firſt in Bengal, and Jatierly- in England, 
are men of ſuch imtereſted views, or of ſuch du- 
bious characters, that their depoſitions would 
have been taſſed over ann en xauit 
£900 apa. | 1 9Y00qut; 4s w 
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q Abi new it "a come ito. b. pa hat 
the Bengal gentlemen have ſuffered ſuch loads of 
Acurriliqy to be thrown on them indiſetiminately, 
without reply: - I have known perſonally and in- 
;timately, xvery Governor, and every Commander 
in Ohief of the Army, who have acted at Ben- 
gal, ſince: the capture of Calcutta by the Moors in 
17 66, and will take ſome pains to duſt the tares 
and chaff from the heat. It is ſingular enough, 
that of: all the opponents of Mr. Haſtings, but 


I. one 
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Lge was brei up ii ithe Oos 
paiy's ſervice at Bengal, and that vα Mri Roe. 
and I will do him the juſtice to ſay, that i had = 
ze not wanted w have gone back again be. 
lieve that he would have been ſilent. Mr) O. 
ring made his fortune in his writerſbip, Gene- 
ral Smith his in about three years, Mr Farter 
kis in about the ſame time} Mr. Philip Francis 
employed ſix years to complete a very noble one 
far ſuperior to what the Governor General has, or 
ever will have. Mr. Macintoſh indeed, was there 
dut from the month of Auguſt to the montly cf 
March following; and as he in that time; Found 
means to acquire more knowledge in the:Cany. 
pany's political} civil, military, judicial, andi mer. 
cantile affairs, (if you will take his dn word 
for it, though not in theĩt:ſervice) than the Gover. 
nor General had done in thirty years reſidencæ l 
will ſuppoſe that he came home as poor las he 
went out, and depends for his reward o this 
friend, Mr. Philip Francis. What now, Sir, do 
you ſuppoſe that the ſum total of the knowledge 
of all theſe your aflociates, doth amount to in Ben- 
gal affairs? Truſt me, the former employed 
themſelves in acquiring money, not knowledge; 
and what is to be found in the travels of the laſt, 
does not equal your own, and that is, God knows, 
as three blue beans in one blue bladder. So 
much for patriotiſm and patriots. Take my ad- 
"oy Sir, and in a confine yourſelf to home 
"om 
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politics. You poſſeſs now a goο o ſnug warm 
bitth. The patronage you enjo, Which enables 
you to carve for your family ;together! with yaus 
own income from government of four thouſand 
pounds a year, beſides odds and ends, is full / as 
much as your ſervices are worth. Tour honour- 
able friend, (as you affect to call him) the Chair- 
man of the Select Committee, muſt certainly 


have found out your weak ſide, when he induced 


you to reaſon ſo right - wrongfully, as to attempt to 
make us believe, that he was an honeſt man, and 
Governor Haſtings the reverſe. But you had tyd 
ſtrings then to your bow. Had you not become 


Paymaſter to the King's forces, we migbt have 


heard of you as a Commiſſioner, accompanied i by 
every member at my board of patriots, failing with 
a flowing ſneeti to ſettle the national affairs in Afi 
At preſent, the nation has been ſaved from thãt por 
Jtical ſeourge; that it _y GS: ſoß ius 
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